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The Social Justice Research Academy brings students together with Penn faculty to examine the 
historical importance and the contemporary relevance of struggles to overcome 
inequality and injustice. This program is only for students who are (or who are 
interested in becoming) serious intellectuals and critical thinkers ... and who 
like pizza. 

Morning Lectures and Discussions Attend classes with Penn faculty from 
several disciplines, including urban/global studies, philosophy, race and gender, 
economics and community development, politics, law and policy, history, 
sociology, environment, and public health. 

Afternoon Workshops and Site Visits Participate in activities with special guests 
from community groups, cooperatives, socially responsible businesses, labor 
unions, political advocacy organizations, environmental projects, urban farms, 
research institutes, and philanthropies. 

The promise of—and the struggle for—freedom is one of the enduring 
narratives of human society. The faculty will call upon knowledge and 
experience from many sources: 

• a wide range of academic disciplines and modes of critical inquiry
• past struggles—peasant revolts, slave rebellions, labor protests, anti-colonial movements for independence,

suffrage campaigns, anti-apartheid campaigns
• recent and current struggles—Arab Spring, Occupy, immigration, environment, water and food justice,

anti-caste resistance, women’s rights, anti-racism, indigenous sovereignty, digital privacy, anti-militarism,
and ongoing human rights campaigns across the globe

Our ways through this material will be informed by the questions and commitments 
of the participating students: 

• What struggles underway in your own school and community are most important to you and why?
• What values (secular and/or religious) inform your own understanding about things that matter?
• What kind of world do you imagine for the future of your generation … and beyond?
• How do you plan to craft a life of purpose and meaningful engagement?

The Social Justice Research Academy has been designed for students who are interested in: 

♦ asking deep questions about society, cities, economy, politics, and environment
♦ doing urban research supplemented by photography, video, music, art, or digital design
♦ developing skills for leadership and organizational development and for becoming a trusted ally
♦ probing urban projects related to freedom, justice, equality, sustainability, peace, and fairness
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Students in the Social Justice Research Academy will have the opportunity to read classic and 
contemporary works on social justice across a wide range of disciplines and from a diverse list of great 
authors. Required readings will be supplemented with recommended readings in each student's specific 
areas of interest. The reading load will be heavy but manageable. 

"To You" 
To sit and dream, to sit and read, 
To sit and learn about the world 
Outside our world of here and now – 
Our problem world – 
To dream of vast horizons of the soul 
Through dreams made whole, 
Unfettered, free--- help me! 
All you who are dreamers too, 
Help me to make 
Our world anew. 
I reach out my dreams to you. 

-- Langston Hughes 

My soul has grown deep like the rivers.2

I bathed in the Euphrates when dawns were young. 
I danced in the Nile when I was old 
I built my hut near the Congo and it lulled me to sleep.  
I looked upon the Nile and raised the pyramids above it. 
I heard the singing of the Mississippi when Abe Lincoln 

went down to New Orleans, and I've seen its muddy 
bosom turn all golden in the sunset. 

2 Langston Hughes, "The Negro Speaks of Rivers," First published in Crisis (June 1921), p. 17. Included in The New Negro (1925), The Weary Blues, 
Langston Hughes Reader, and Selected Poems. In The Weary Blues, the poem is dedicated to W. E. B. Du Bois. The dedication does not appear in 
later printings of the poem. Hughes's first and last published poems appeared in The Crisis; more of his poems were published in The Crisis than   
in any other journal. Rampesad, Arnold & Roessel, David (2002). In The Collected Poems of Langston Hughes. p. 23 & p. 620, Knopf. 

Reading Intensive … 



Intellectually Intensive … 

The Social Justice Research Academy's course of study is designed to encourage students to think for themselves 
about things that matter. Students will be provided with tools, methods, and frameworks for constructing their own 
learning plans and political commitments as regards matters such as freedom and justice.  As students articulate their own 
developing commitments, faculty will initiate dialogues to promote critical self-examination. 

Students will be encouraged – in the best traditions of the liberal arts and sciences – to become critically 
conscious of their own intellectual agendas as they undertake the readings, assignments, discussions, workshops, 
and site visits of the Social Justice Research Academy. 

What is an intellectual agenda? An intellectual agenda is a set of questions and concerns – perhaps 
informed by an overarching set of values or aspirations or revealed by a constellation of more specific intellectual 
projects – which a student brings to a course of study or an area of inquiry. 

Your intellectual agenda may be informed by your own sense of who

you are, your most important values, your most precious interests, your understanding of the moral community, 
what constituencies or places matter most to you, ... or something altogether different. Another way of putting it 
would be to ask yourself: 

• "Why am I interested in this course of study?"
• "What are my most important questions?"
• "What is my theory of social change?"
• "What do I need to understand in order to do what I next plan to do?"

When confronting course material in the Social Justice Research Academy, each student will be encouraged to 
become critically conscious of her/his own intellectual agenda and to ask: 

• "How does this material – right here in front of me – help me to address
the issues about which I care the most?" 

With an explicit intellectual agenda, you will generate your own reasons, questions, ideas, and 
objectives. This means that some of the course material may be more helpful to you, while you may find other course 
material less engaging.  In my view, this is as it should be. Your classmates – with different intellectual agendas – may 
respond to the material in different ways.   Instead of being consumed, overwhelmed, or led by the course (and its 
faculty), you will find yourself interacting – on your own terms – with the various elements of the course. 

Instead of consuming the course, you will be producing the course you need – as you 
see it – at this moment in your life. By your labor and commitment, the course becomes 
your course – but not only yours – because we (students and faculty alike) are making this course together:
we each bring our own intellectual agendas to the table; through our complicated but committed relations, we dance 
and wrestle with each other and – perhaps through a critical commitment to one another – we create something 
generative … an intellectual community – that is ours together (but not only for us).  Let's call this a critical pedagogy 
of relating to – and caring for – one another … and the wider world of which we are a part. 

Not surprisingly, with all this relational interaction and critical inquiry, intellectual agendas may become 
unsettled. The solid ground beneath your feet may appear to move. You may even begin to spin or shake! * At 
times, for any of us, this may be disconcerting.  But remember: 

Socrates did not say, "Be happy."  He said, "Know thyself." 
Please know the faculty will make every effort to remind the students of the joy that so many have found amidst   
the struggle to know, to change, to relate, and to overcome. (Laughing together will be a primary program objective!) 

_ 
*Yes, you will read about Rumi and the Quakers.  (That could be the name of a rock band!)



Library Intensive … 
Penn's sixteen campus libraries constitute one of the world's greatest library systems, featuring rare, historic, 

one- of-a-kind archival documents and reference librarians who are scholarly professionals in a wide range of disciplines 
and information technologies as well as cutting-edge digital resources and digital media labs for 21st century research. 
Students in the Social Justice Research Academy will have the opportunity to gain information technology skills, enhance 
their cultural and media literacy, and hone their digital media skills through hands-on training sessions and project 
assignments in digital design, digital media, and related information and research technologies. 



Learn by doing! 
The Social Justice Research Academy is committed to the pedagogy of action-reflection. Whether 

students are in the classroom  studying theories of economic justice, in the fields of a community-owned 
urban farm harvesting wise words from elderly neighbors who marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, or   
in the digital media lab working with a documentary filmmaker, the faculty will be focused on promoting 
student engagement – through intensive discussion, small-group activities, project-based learning, and 
critical reflection. 

“Human existence cannot be silent, 
nor can it be nourished by false words, 
but only by true words, with which 
humans transform the world. To exist 
humanly, is to name the world, to 

change it. Once named, the world in its turn reappears to 
the namers as a problem and requires of them a new 
naming. Humans are not built in silence, but in word, in 
work, in action-reflection.” 

– Paulo Freire

Experientially Intensive … 



JUSTICE 
Why study justice? 

Why is social justice the central focus 
of our multi-week research academy? 

Throughout history and across the globe, people have thought deeply about fairness 
as they have struggled against bondage, domination, and hierarchy. Arguably, questions of 
fairness and freedom are matters of daily significance not only for the enslaved, the 
colonized, and the exploited but perhaps for all people and species connected to the 
interdependent web of life. 

Social justice is fascinating because it is so fundamental.  Impositions from on high to 
institutionalize systems of domination and accumulation are met by insurgencies of 
resistance and demands for rights, recognition, and respect. Movements to overcome 
inequality and to promote social justice are often understood—by secular and religious 
traditions—as projects to achieve right relations among people and with nature.  These 
projects range from the personal to the global, from the intimate moments of everyday life 
to mass movements that shake the foundations of the status quo. They are informed by our 
different readings of history, our diverse theories of change, our varied interests, personal 
experiences, commitments, and visions of the future. So, we meet together in the Social 
Justice Research Academy to ask hard questions, to probe deeply issues of significance, to 
teach, to learn, and to dream about freedom, well-being, justice, peace…. 



 SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH ACADEMY
Visiting Faculty            

from other universities are 
introduced elsewhere in 

this  Syllabus. 

Toorjo Ghose, MSW, PhD is a professor in Penn's School of Social Policy & Practice. He 
focuses on structural interventions regarding substance abuse, homelessness, and HIV, both domestically and 
internationally. His research examines the manner in which contextual factors such as housing, community 
mobilization, and organizational characteristics influence substance use and HIV risk. He is currently working: 
(1) in New York City to study the effectiveness of providing housing as an intervention for substance-using 
women with HIV who are released from prisons/jails, and (2) with collectives of sex workers and transgendered 
people with HIV in India, New York and Philadelphia to examine the effectiveness of social movement 
mobilization in reducing HIV risk.  His research has been supported by the Gates Foundation, All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences (New Delhi), National Institute on Drug Abuse, Center for AIDS Research, and the 
University Research Foundation. 

Degrees: UCLA, School of Public Affairs, PhD; Ohio State University, MSW. 

Courses taught at Penn include: Substance Abuse; HIV/AIDS in Developing Countries; Mental Health Service 
Provision; Welfare Policy. More Information. 

Charles Howard, PhD is the University Chaplain at the University of Pennsylvania.
Rev. Howard has served in hospital and hospice chaplaincies and as a street outreach worker for a local 
homelessness service agency.  His writings have been featured in Black Arts Quarterly, Black Theology: An 
International Journal, Sojourners Magazine, and Huffington Post, where he is a regular contributor. He is 
the editor of The Souls of Poor Folk. He has lectured widely at universities and seminaries across the USA.  

Degrees: University of Pennsylvania, BA; Andover Newton Theological School, MDiv; Lutheran Th. Sem., PhD. 
Courses taught at Penn include: Cross Cultural Education; Black History of Penn. More Information. 

Felicity Paxton, PhD is the director of the Penn Women’s Center, a faculty member in Penn’s
Annenberg School for Communication, and a residential fellow in Harnwell College House. Her fields of interest 
include feminist theory and activism, cultural studies, environmentalism and creative nonfiction. She is currently 
studying gender and leadership at Penn, and past research projects have involved attending > 35 Philadelphia 
high school proms and buying guns on behalf of documentary filmmaker Michael Moore. A founding member of 
Penn Faculty and Staff Against War on Iraq, Litty has a longstanding interest in the intersection of academia and 
activism. 
Degrees: University of Pennsylvania, American Civilization, PhD; University of East Anglia, American Studies, MA. 
Courses Taught at Penn include:  Critical Approaches to Popular Culture; Ritual Communication; Gender in 
Contemporary America; Reading the Female Body in Literature and Film. More Information. 

Michael Nairn, MLA, MBA is a landscape architect and a faculty member in Penn's Urban
Studies Program where he teaches courses in public space and urban sustainability.  His current book project is   
on The Heresy of Sustainability. In Summer 2008, he co-directed a research project surveying > 700 community 
garden sites in Philadelphia to measure how much food was produced and how it was distributed throughout the 
city.  Together with Dr. Jeanne Ann Grisso (Penn Medicine & Penn Nursing), he is presently surveying community 
gardens in Camden and Trenton, New Jersey.  For several years, he has lead students on a research excursion to 
post-Katrina New Orleans, Louisiana.  His affiliations include Penn's Department of Landscape Architecture & 
Regional Planning, South Street Design Company, American Society of Landscape Architects, ASLA Open 
Committee for Historic Preservation, and Philadelphia Orchard Project. 

Degrees: University of California at Berkeley, Master of Landscape Architecture; Villanova University, MBA. 
Courses taught at Penn include: Public Environment of Cities: An Introduction to Urban Landscape; Metropolitan 
Nature. More Information. 

Andrew Lamas, JD is the founder and academic director o f  the Social Justice Research Academy 
and a longstanding faculty member of Penn’s Urban Studies Program.  More Information. 

PENN FACULTY 

http://www.upenn.edu/pennnews/current/2013-03-21/interviews/staff-qa-charles-howard
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/gsws/content/shannon-b-lundeen-phd
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/urban/faculty/andrew-lamas


     SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH

Teaching Fellows 

ELIANA MACHEFSKY IS THE ROSA LUXEMBURG 

TEACHING FELLOW for the Social Justice Research Academy in

2014. She is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, where she 
majored in Political Science and minored in Anthropology. As a core 
member of Penn SLAP, she was one of the primary student organizers in 
the Justice on the Menu campaign that allied with campus dining hall 
workers in their successful fight to unionize at Penn.     

WANDA BAILEY IS THE FRANCES ELLEN WATKINS HARPER 

TEACHING FELLOW for the Social Justice Research Academy in 2014. She is

a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, where she earned a Master’s degree 
in Urban Studies and Social Policy.  She is a poet, musician, and educator and has 
worked extensively with severely autistic and economically disadvantaged youth. 

Frances Ellen Watkins Harper 

“I ask no monument, proud and high, 
To arrest the gaze of the passers-by;   
All that my yearning spirit craves,        
Is bury me not in a land of slaves.” 

“Freedom is always,     
and exclusively,       

freedom for the one     
who thinks differently." 

Rosa Luxemburg 

http://www.sas.upenn.edu/polisci/
https://www.sas.upenn.edu/anthropology/
http://pennslap.blogspot.com/p/blog-page.html
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/urban/
http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frances_Harper
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosa_Luxemburg


     SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH

Teaching Fellows 

MADELEINE WATTENBARGER IS THE ADRIENNE RICH 

TEACHING FELLOW for the Social Justice Research Academy in 2014. She is a

junior at the University of Pennsylvania, where she majors in English and minors in 
Gender, Sexuality, & Women’s Studies. Active in the progressive religious community 
at Penn, she is also involved with Kelly Writers House. 

“Responsibility to yourself means refusing to let others do your thinking, talking, and naming for you; it means learning to 
respect and use your own brains and instincts; hence, grappling with hard work. It means that you do not treat your body as a 
commodity with which to purchase superficial intimacy or economic security; for our bodies to be treated as objects, our minds 
are in mortal danger. It means insisting that those to whom you give your friendship and love are able to respect your mind. It 
means being able to say, with Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre: ‘I have an inward treasure born with me, which can keep me alive if 
all the extraneous delights should be withheld or offered only at a price I cannot afford to give.’” 

BRENDAN SCULLEY IS THE JAMES CONNOLLY TEACHING FELLOW
for the Social Justice Research Academy in 2014. He is a graduate of Fordham University 
(English major) and the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Social Policy and Practice 
(MSW degree).  His work has focused on homeless services (implementing the “Housing 
First” model in New Orleans and Philadelphia) and environmental advocacy campaigns.  

Séamas Ó Conghaile 

“Our demands most moderate are—
We only want the earth!” 

Adrienne Rich 

http://www.english.upenn.edu/
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/gsws/
http://www.writing.upenn.edu/wh/
http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Housing_First
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Housing_First
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Connolly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adrienne_Rich


     SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH

Teaching Fellows 

SARA BLAZEVIC IS THE MOTHER JONES TEACHING FELLOW
for the Social Justice Research Academy in 2014. She is a senior at Swarthmore 
College, where she studies Spanish and English literature as well as creative 
writing. Active in the development of the Divestment Student Network, she is 
one of the student leaders in Swarthmore Mountain Justice’s fossil fuel 
divestment campaign.  

 Mary Harris Jones

“Pray for the dead  
and fight like hell   
for the living.” 

“Men have singled out women 
of outstanding merit and      
put them on a pedestal        
to avoid recognizing the 

capabilities of all women.” 

Huda Sha'arawi

ANNAMARIE MARQUET IS THE HUDA SHA'ARAWI 
TEACHING FELLOW for the Social Justice Research Academy in 2014.
She is a senior at the University of Pennsylvania, where she majors in 
Modern Middle Eastern Studies.  She volunteers with HIAS, a nonprofit 
agency that works to resettle refugees and promotes immigration reform. 

http://www.swarthmore.edu/
http://www.swarthmore.edu/
http://studentsdivest.org/
http://swatmountainjustice.wordpress.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Harris_Jones
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huda_Sha'arawi
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/mec/programs/mmes
http://www.hias.org/


     SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH

Teaching Fellows 

SARA SCHWARTZ IS THE EMMA GOLDMAN TEACHING 

FELLOW for the Social Justice Research Academy in 2014. She is a

graduate of New York University and of the University of Pennsylvania’s 
School of Social Policy & Practice (MSW degree). Fluent in Spanish, she has 
participated in and led community programs for youth and young adults in 
the USA, Peru, Costa Rica, Puerto Rico, and India relating to immigration 
reform, domestic violence, sex trafficking, gender equality, substance abuse 
prevention, transitional housing, grassroots organizing, and social welfare. 

Emma Goldman

“If I can’t dance,        
I don’t want to be a part 

of your revolution.” 

“Go, Get Education… 

All gets lost without knowledge… 

End misery of the oppressed 
and forsaken.” 

LUNA NGUYEN IS THE SAVITRIBAI PHULE 
TEACHING FELLOW for the Social Justice Research
Academy in 2014. She graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania with a major in Urban Studies, and she currently 
teaches middle school English in an International Baccalaureate 
program in Texas where she is developing a curriculum 
promoting awareness of global and local social justice issues.   

Savitribai Phule

http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emma_Goldman
https://www.sas.upenn.edu/urban/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savitribai_Phule


 

Whose land 
is this? 
 

 
Tina Pierce Fragoso is an enrolled member of the Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape Tribe of Bridgeton, 

New Jersey, and Assistant Director of Equity and Excellence, Coordinator of Native American Recruitment, at 
the University of Pennsylvania. An active community member who has helped restore her tribal history, 
Fragoso holds degrees in anthropology from Princeton University and Stanford University. As part of Penn 
Admissions, she has the opportunity to recruit Native American students. Ms. Fragoso served as an advisor 
on the Native American Voices exhibition at the Penn Museum, and she contributed an essay about her work 
in support of Native American undergraduate education for the exhibition's special edition of Expedition 
magazine (Winter 2013). 

 SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH ACADEMY 

“This meeting takes place on colonized land. And I think we should develop what 
food justice activists call a deep sense of place.  A deep sense of place. So that whatever 
we do, we do not allow ourselves to forget the lasting effects of settler colonialism and its 
genocidal violence inflicted on the original inhabitants of this land.”  —Angela Davis (2014) 



John Gilmore 

“All religions, 
arts and sciences 
are branches of 
the same tree.” 

—Albert Einstein Guest Respondent: 
Rev. Dr. Charles L. Howard 

Chaplain, University of Pennsylvania 

“Compassion is the essence of Jesus’ teaching, and indeed of the teaching of all great spiritual figures from Mohammed to 
Isaiah, from Lao Tzu to Chief Seattle. Yet compassion has been sentimentalized and severed from its relationship to justice- 
making and celebration. Creation Spirituality links the struggle for justice with the yearning for mysticism.”   —Matthew Fox 

Rev. Dr. John Gilmore has had a long and distinguished career as a minister, teacher, trainer, consultant, and
author. His work focuses on issues at the intersection of religion, peace, and justice. He has led nationally recognized 
programs in the US for the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) on anti-racism, anti-oppression, and economic 
justice. He was a student of Rev. Dr. Matthew Fox, who initiated a global religious movement that seeks to promote a 
“deep ecumenism” by strongly aligning the moral teachings of world religions (e.g., Buddhism, Judaism, Sufism, Native 
American spirituality) with the ecological and environmental movements of the contemporary period. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH 

Visiting Faculty 

http://www.betterworldheroes.com/fox-matthew.htm


 Katera Moore 

Dr. Katera Moore is an urban geographer. She has a bachelor’s degree in urban studies and master’s degree in 
environmental studies–both from the University of Pennsylvania. She earned the PhD degree in the Earth and 
Environmental Sciences program, with a geography specialization, at the Graduate Center of the City University of 
New York (CUNY). She is concerned with issues of urban equity and access, and her PhD dissertation focused on 
environmental justice in postindustrial Philadelphia. She has many years of experience teaching undergraduate 
geography and environmental science courses, and she has also spent more than a decade developing and delivering 
place-based, informal education programming for urban middle school and high school students. 

For the Social Justice Research Academy, she will partner with Prof. Michael Nairn on a walking tour of Society Hill 
and deliver critical reflections on the history of Philadelphia’s urban development. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH ACADEMY 

Visiting Faculty 

“When we love the earth, we are able to love ourselves more fully.” 

“When the earth is sacred to us, our bodies can also be sacred to us.” 

—bell hooks, “Touching the Earth” 



Anthea Butler, Ph.D.
is Associate Professor of Religious Studies and Graduate Chair in the 
Department of Religious Studies at the University of Pennsylvania.
Her most recent book, Women in the Church of God in Christ, 
Making a Sanctified World (University of North Carolina Press), 
chronicles the history of African American women's religious lives, 
and civic engagement in the Church of God in Christ, the largest 
Pentecostal denomination in the United States. Professor Butler's 
forthcoming book, The Gospel According to Sarah: How Sarah Palin 
and the Tea Party are Galvanizing the Religious Right (The New Press, 
2014).  Dr. Butler will deliver one guest lecture for our program.

Education: 

Ph.D., Religion, Vanderbilt University, 2001 
M.A., Religion, Vanderbilt University 
M.A., Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary 
B.A., Marketing, University of Houston At Clear Lake 

Research and Teaching Interests: 

Prof. Butler's research interests are Religion and Politics,         
Women and Religion, African America Religious History,         
Pentecostalism, Fundamentalism, and Religion in the Media. 

Recent Courses: 

• Women and Religion

• Martin and Malcolm in America

• African-American Religions

• Pentecostalism

Brief Biography: 

 several 
Professor Butler is an advocate for the public understanding of religion.         
Professor Butler is a regular contributor to the news magazines on media 
outlets, including CNN, MSNBC, the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, and 
has an extensive media corpus that can be found by downloading Anthea Butler 
in the News and at her website:  AntheaButler.com. 

Penn Faculty 

SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH ACADEMY 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH ACADEMY 

Visiting Faculty 

Pallavi Shinde-Khairnar works in the mental health field in Philadelphia. With a 
Master’s degree in social work from the University of Mumbai, she has participated—with a 
rights-based approach—in interventions on various contemporary social issues. She has 
extensive experience working with children, youth, women, and marginalized people in India. 
Pallavi is a board member of Omni Development Relief Fund (ODRF—USA). 

 

M. K. Gandhi 

Manjusha Kotakar works in the technology field. She has a Bachelor's degree in science 
and is currently pursuing the MBA degree. She has worked for IBM and other firms, and she is an 
active member of Ambedkar International Mission (AIM—USA), through which she focuses on 
projects related to the health of women and children, education, and basic needs for people in 
marginalized communities. 

Chitra Somavanshi works in the fields of human services and human rights. With a 
Bachelor’s degree in economics and a Master’s degree in social work from Mumbai University, 
she has extensive experience as a researcher, educator, and human rights activist on issues 
relating to the education of Aboriginal tribals and Dalits in rural India and the human trafficking 
of girls in Mumbai. Currently, she works in marginalized communities in Philadelphia as a 
psychotherapist. She is also a working member of Ambedkar International Mission (AIM—USA). 

 

Dalit Women Speak about the Caste System, Oppression, and Resistance                                                                                              
—with a Special Presentation on Gandhi and Ambedkar— 

♦ in honor of Savitribai Phule ♦ 

B. R. Ambedkar 



SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH ACADEMY 

Amy Laura Cahn, Esq. is the founder and director of the Garden Justice Legal Initiative at the
Public Interest Law Center of Philadelphia. Before joining the Law Center, she served as a law clerk to the 
Honorable Michael M. Baylson of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and as a law 
clerk with the Honorable Stephen Skillman of the Superior Court of New Jersey. In 2004, she coauthored a 
community-based study on childhood lead paint poisoning that helped overturn New York City’s lead laws. 
While in law school, Ms. Cahn completed legal internships at Advocates for Environmental Human Rights in 
New Orleans and the Natural Resources Defense Counsel. She has also worked as a community organizer, 
during which time she co-founded New York City’s Bluestockings Women’s Bookstore. She is on the board of 
directors of the Bread and Roses Community Fund. 

Ms. Cahn is a magna cum laude graduate of the University of Pennsylvania Law School, where she 
was a Toll Public Interest Scholar and cofounder of Penn’s Environmental Law Project. While at Penn, she 
also worked with the Public Interest Law Center to produce “Pennhurst: The Road to Civil Rights for People 
with Disabilities,” a documentary on the Pennhurst State School and Hospital and its closing.

For the Social Justice Research Academy, Amy Laura Cahn will join other faculty, including Michael Nairn, 
Nati Passow, and Andrew Lamas, for a wide-ranging discussion on the importance of land rights for poor and 
working people and their communities worldwide. Conventional and alternative development strategies for 
community control of land and resources will be explored. 

The Role of Land Rights and Alternative Development Strategies 
in Food Justice Movements and Freedom Struggles 

Visiting Faculty 

• Urban Gardens and Farms
• MST: Brazil’s Landless Workers’ Movement
• Habitat for Humanity
• Community Supported Agriculture (CSAs)
• Food Cooperatives
• Gleaning and Jubilee
• Alternative Responses to Social Disaster:

Case Study of Post-Katrina New Orleans
• Privatization of Public Lands

• Community Land Trusts
• Resource Trusts
• The Commons
• Enclosure of the Commons
• Homesteading
• Forty Acres and a Mule
• Kibbutzim
• Squatting
• Land Grabbing in Africa and more…. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOOD JUSTICE 
 

 
 

A Sabbath for the Land, a Sabbath for God 
“And six years you shall sow your land, and you shall gather in its produce.  

And the seventh year you shall release it from work and abandon it,  
and the poor among your people will eat.”   –Shemot (Exodus), 23:10-11 

 

 

Nati Passow 
 Co-Founder & Executive Director

  
                                                           Nati Passow is a writer, carpenter and educator living in Philadelphia. From 2005 to 2007,    

he ran an award-winning garden construction program for the Urban Nutrition Initiative                                                                     
at University City High School.  For more than ten years, he has been a leader in the  
Jewish environmental field, working with organizations such as American Jewish World Service,  
the Teva Learning Center, Hazon, and Eden Village Camp. Nati has studied sustainable 

 building design and natural building and is a certified Permaculture designer.  He holds a 
B.A. in Religion and Environmental Studies from the University of Pennsylvania and was a  

 recipient of the Joshua Venture Group Fellowship for Jewish Social Entrepreneurs.
  

Nati Passow can be reached at nati@jewishfarmschool.org 
 

 SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH ACADEMY 

http://www.urbannutrition.org/
mailto:nati@jewishfarmschool.org
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Kirk James, DSW 

Kirk James, DSW –as an educator and a clinical social worker—focuses on criminal justice, prisoner 
reentry and recidivism, critical race theory, and social justice issues. At the University of Pennsylvania’s School of 
Social Policy & Practice (SP2), where he has taught courses for graduate students training to be social workers, 
he has also served as the Project Director of the Goldring Reentry Initiative (GRI) )—formed as a direct response 
to the mass incarceration of predominantly poor people of color in the USA. GRI prepares social work students to 
complete   a year of their internships working with men and women transitioning from Philadelphia Prisons pre- 
and post-release in an effort to reduce the likelihood of recidivism. GRI staff and students also work to empower 
communities and organizations around issues of mass incarceration. 

On April 13, 1994, James was arrested and eventually sentenced to "Life" in prison under the draconian 
"Rockefeller Drug Laws.” Only eighteen years old at the time and a first-time offender, he served one hundred 
and seven months in various New York State prisons before being released by a parole board on March 25, 2003. 

He earned undergraduate and graduate degrees, with an emphasis on community organizing, from 
Hunter College in New York City. He also earned a doctoral degree in clinical social work at Penn. 



EASTERN STATE PENITENTIARY  
CREATING “Apokaluptein: 16389067” 

Artist Jesse Krimes is currently on home confinement, completing a 70-month prison term on 
felony drug charges. Federal authorities labeled Krimes a “drug kingpin.” While incarcerated, Krimes 
established prison drawing, painting, and independent study studio art programs and worked 
collaboratively with his fellow inmates. He spent thousands of hours carefully transferring newspaper 
images to federal prison bed sheets, adding color and detail by hand, and composing a massive 39-
panel mural on the themes of heaven, earth, hell, sin, redemption, and celebrity and commodity 
worship. He mailed individual sections of the mural home and only saw the completed composition 
upon his release. After our tour of Eastern State Penitentiary, students will walk to the Olivet Church 
Artist’s studios, where the completed mural will be installed for our visit. Krimes will talk to us about 
his life and work, and he will explain of how art served as a means of survival during his 
incarceration. We will discuss art as a means for critical theory and liberation praxis.  The artist has 
received special permission to speak for this event. 
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Jesse Krimes 



Approximately 247,000 youth are tried as adults across the country annually.  Under Pennsylvania law, there is no minimum age 
at which children can be tried as adults for certain crimes, such as murder. In 2012, 375 children received adult prison sentences 
in Pennsylvania. The overwhelming majority are from greater Philadelphia, and are black males. If convicted, children in the adult 
system often face extreme and lengthy prison sentences, such as life without parole. In 2012, Philadelphians received a mean 
sentence of 101-223 months in prison. However, charging and sentencing children as adults does not negate any of their youthful 
characteristics (such as impetuosity, susceptibility to peer pressure and a unique capacity to change). 

YSRP improves outcomes for youth in Pennsylvania’s adult criminal justice system by      
advising their attorneys at trial and supporting the youth and their families while they 
are in, and after, prison. 

We seek to reduce prison terms and prison return rates for youth in the adult       
criminal justice system. Since lawyers and families often lack resources to develop         
evidence that would result in more humane sentences, we gather information about 
a youth’s background to present at sentencing hearings. We then support       
incarcerated youth to prepare to reenter society via regular prison visits and a       
resource/support network for loved ones. This will reduce damage done by justice       
system involvement. 

Joanna Visser Adjoian, Esq., co-founder of the Youth Sentencing & Reentry Project,    
has dedicated her career to advocating for young people in the adult criminal justice 
system.    As Associate Director and Staff Attorney of the Toll Public Interest Center at 
the University of Pennsylvania Law School, Joanna guided students in pursuit of social 
justice, and created the Juvenile Justice Working Group. Prior to joining the Toll Center, 
Joanna clerked for Judge Joel Schneider in the United States District Court of the District 
of New Jersey, and completed a Penn Law Postgraduate Fellowship at Juvenile Law 
Center, where she advanced efforts to end the practice of sentencing children to life in 
prison without parole. She serves on the board of the Philadelphia Student Union and 
the steering committee of the Pennsylvania Coalition for the Fair Sentencing of Youth. 
She graduated from Penn Law School, where she was awarded the Black Law Student 
Association’s Agent for Change Award and the Jackson-Healy Public Service Award. 
Before law school, she worked as a paralegal in the Family Law Unit of Philadelphia Legal 
Assistance and taught English in Ecuador. She graduated cum laude from the University 
of Pennsylvania with a degree in Urban Studies and in Hispanic Studies. 

YOUTH SENTENCING & REENTRY PROJECT

SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH ACADEMY 
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A Site Visit to the Media Mobilizing Project: 
Youth Activism and New Social Media 

MMP ON THE WEB 
MMP YouTube 
MMPTV Vimeo 
Radio Unidad 

Labor Justice Radio 
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Lisa Jo Epstein is a theatre director, educator, and community-based artist.  She is the co-founder
and Artistic Director of Gas & Electric Arts, an acclaimed theater company 
in Philadelphia.   Her foray into physical theatre began in Minneapolis at 
Theatre de la Jeune Lune.  As her interests in intercultural and socially- 
engaged theatre practices developed, she obtained the Master's and 
Ph.D. degrees at the University of Texas at Austin. She then moved to 
Paris, France, where she served as Ariane Mnouchkine's assistant during 
the Théâtre du Soleil's creation of Molière's Tartuffe. While in Paris, she 

also worked at Augusto Boal's Center for the 
Theatre of the Oppressed. Prior to returning to

Philadelphia, Lisa Jo was an Assistant Professor of Theatre in the Department of Theatre & Dance at Tulane 
University for seven years where she won awards for teaching and directing, both inside the university and in 
the community. In addition to directing theatre productions, she regularly facilitates interactive experiential 
theatre workshops with a variety of populations around issues of identity and empowerment, community,  
and social justice. 

Visiting Faculty 

The Dramatic Praxis of Forum Theatre: 
Self-knowledge, Social Awareness, Critical Imagination, Collective Power, and Wonder 

In sessions led by Dr. Lisa Jo Epstein, we will have the opportunity to explore the transformative 
ideas of Brazilian educator Paulo Freire and the visionary practices of Brazilian theatre director 
Augusto Boal.   Students will be immersed in the techniques of Forum Theatre – a revolutionary form 
of participatory theatre which transforms real-life conflicts into invigorating, interactive theatrical 
dialogue.  Experienced by thousands of people in diverse communities throughout the world, Boal's 
dramatic methods have empowered participants to investigate thorny issues, build consensus, and 
rehearse solutions to pressing social problems. 

http://www.gasandelectricarts.org/


Theatre of the Oppressed 
Augusto Boal initiated his innovative experiment in interactive 

theatre in Brazilian favelas in 1971, with 
the objective of enabling social change 
through the democratic practice of 
drama.  His methods are now practiced 
throughout the world by hundreds of 
groups – from peasant collectives to 
urban community coalitions, from 
schools to popular legislative assemblies. 

"Unlike the dogmatic political theatre of the 1960s, which told 
people what to do," Boal said, "we now ask them what they 
want." In so doing, the power of unscripted and unexpected 
creativity is unleashed.   "Many times we came up with a simple 
idea no one had thought of before."  When the previously 
passive spectators of the audience are invited onto the stage to 
act out their real-life problems, they become what Boal called 
"spect-actors" – empowered agents who invent and develop 
strategies for personal and social change. 

The realization of democratic power requires the practice 
of democracy; however, many people live and work in conditions 
hostile to democracy. The Theatre of the Oppressed (TO)  
enables people to rehearse and engage in dramatic  
performances for personal and social transformation. 

dialectic 
not 
didactic 



Tour and Seminar with Isaiah Zagar 
at Philadelphia’s Magic Gardens 

Isaiah Zagar is an award-winning mosaic mural artist whose work can be found on more than 100 public walls

throughout Philadelphia and around the world. Born in Philadelphia and raised in Brooklyn, he received his B.F.A. in painting 
and graphics at the Pratt Institute of Art in New York. When he was nineteen years old, Zagar discovered the folk art 
installations of Clarence Schmidt in Woodstock, New York. Influenced by Schmidt, Picasso, Jean Dubuffet, Kurt Schwitters, 
Antonio Gaudi, Simon Rodia, and Joseph Ferdinand Cheval, he was inspired to include the concepts of untrained artists as 
manifestations of fine art. 

Isaiah Zagar’s artwork is also heavily influenced by many personal relationships and collaborations with folk and visionary   
artists throughout the world. With his wife/partner Julia Zagar – who runs the Eyes Gallery in Philadelphia, he completed three 
years of Peace Corps service in Peru in the mid-1960s, working with folk artists in the Puno region near Lake Titicaca. Soon after, 
the Zagars settled in Philadelphia and began their lifelong work of fostering creativity and producing public art. Isaiah Zagar has 
completed artist residencies in Tianjin, China and Rajasthan, India, as well as the Kohler Ceramic Factory in Wisconsin. His work 
is included in the permanent collections of numerous art institutions, including the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Art, and the Hirshhorn Museum in Washington, D.C., and he has received grants for his artistic 
excellence from the National Endowment for the Arts and the Pew Charitable Trusts. 

Videos on Isaiah Zagar 

• In a Dream
• Isaiah Zagar’s Magic Gardens

SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH ACADEMY

http://inadreammovie.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WffoaZ4mtjA


Philadelphia's Magic Gardens is a visionary art environment, 
 

gallery, and community arts center that preserves, interprets, and provides access to 

Isaiah Zagar's unique mosaic art and his public murals. The Magic Gardens site, 

mosaic 
Inside, 

students will view folk art statues, bicycle wheels, colorful glass bottles, Zagar's hand-made tiles, and 
thousands of glittering mirrors. 

The installation invites: 

 creative self-reflection 

 critical examination of the urban 

places conventionally produced around 

the globe 

 probing questions about why our cities 

are not more playful, lively, and just 
 imagination, wondering, and 

SITE 
VISIT Zagar's largest artwork  includes a fully tiled indoor space and a massive outdoor 

sculpture garden that spans half a block on Philadelphia's famous South Street. 
 

utopian dreaming about .... 
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Education and Outreach Staff at Philadelphia’s Magic Gardens who 
work as educational partners with the Social Justice Research Academy 

KATHARYN COLEMAN,
the Membership & Programs Associate at 
PMG, has a Master’s degree in Museum 
Education from the University of the Arts. 
She loves interpreting art for diverse 
audiences. 

OLIVIA EDLUND,
the Education & Outreach 
Manager at PMG, has a Master’s 
degree in Museum Education 
from the University of the Arts. 
She previously worked at the 
Pennsylvania Academic of Fine 
Arts. 

LAUREN HARKINS,
the Performance Coordinator at 
PMG, majored in Theater with a 
concentration in Design at Rutgers 
University.  She enjoys finding 
connections in all aspects of life, 
history, science, art, and 
literature. She is a New Jersey 
native, a Philadelphia resident, 
and an avid skydiver. 
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David Sol 

Combining his classical training with the intense creative energy of graffiti, David Sol has made an 
impact in the streets and in the galleries. After graduating from the University of Pennsylvania and 
the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts in 2010, he had a major solo exhibition at the Works on Paper 
Gallery in Philadelphia. With subsequent shows in New York and elsewhere, his sculptural 
installations and paintings on canvas soon combined into his own original formats of "scrolls" and 
“shields." This urban/baroque visual vocabulary drew the attention of the Element Tree, founded in 
2010 by Serringe “to showcase Hip Hop culture and all its elements.” Together with the Element Tree 
and its sponsors, Sol has recently completed murals at Miami Art Basel as well as throughout 
northern New Jersey. He continues to create challenging work inspired by his admiration of  
classicism and the intensity of the present. 

This touring seminar is designed as an exploration of the graffiti of downtown Philadelphia.  
Because graffiti is especially ephemeral, we will be searching and discovering together—unsure 
of what markings have been recently left or erased in this contested and ever-changing urban  
environment. Our discussions will be framed by questions such as: what we can and cannot  
know about a tagger from his/her mark, why specific architectural elements are targeted, and  
how we might understand the social implications of the act itself. 

Visiting Faculty 

Graffiti: The Political Vision of Youth in the Streets 

http://www.worksonpaper.biz/
http://www.worksonpaper.biz/
http://www.worksonpaper.biz/
http://www.theelementtree.com/


The satirical Alexamenos graffito is allegedly 
the earliest known representation of Jesus. 

Ancient Pompeii graffito 
of a politician. 

Graffito of a Maracatu performer, 
Olinda, Brazil. 

John Fekner, “Falsas Promesas, Broken Promises,” South Bronx, New York, 1980. 

Crusader Graffiti, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem, Israel. 

An example of stencil graffiti, popular in 
contemporary Toronto, Canada, 2007. 



The Village 
of Arts & 
Humanities 

 



The Village began with the transformation of a single vacant lot into an art park created with 
and for neighborhood children. Building on its grassroots efforts led by founder Lily Yeh, The 
Village formally incorporated in 1989. Over the past twenty-five years, The Village has grown 
into a mature arts and cultural organization, carrying out a broad range of community 
development programs with an innovative artistic focus. 

Arthur Hall 
During the turbulent 1960’s, Arthur Hall filled a deep need in a community weathered by social inequality, 
government neglect, and scattered identity. Arthur, a skilled dancer and choreographer, opened the Ile Ife 
Black Humanitarian Center in what is now The Village’s main programming building. Not only a 
comprehensive dance and performance school, Ile Ife was a space dedicated to the study of, immersion in, 
and celebration of African culture. Arthur Hall created a space where the community could become a part 
of its own rebirth. 

Lily Yeh 
Lily Yeh’s artistic practice brought her to Philadelphia, but the promise and beauty of a forgotten 
community formed the basis of her continued involvement with the city. In ten years’ time, she helped 
grow The Village into a multifaceted arts and cultural center, offering arts classes to children and adults 
and nurturing professional, social and spiritual enrichment opportunities. After her tenure at The Village, 
Lily started Barefoot Artists, a non-profit that brings the transformative power of art to the most 
impoverished communities in the world through participatory and multifaceted projects that foster 
community empowerment, improve the physical environment, promote economic development, and 
preserve and promote indigenous art and culture. 

The Village of Arts & Humanities 

http://villagearts.org/2011/about/arthur-hall
http://villagearts.org/2011/about/lily-yeh
http://villagearts.org/


Julija Zubac is an educator who has taught social science and writing at the secondary school level for the past five years. Her
experience working in private, public, and charter schools informs her thoughts on education reform. A current Teach Plus Policy 
Fellow, she is interested in PTSD in refugee and urban youth, and applying global best practices to changing American schools. 

Named one of “30 Under 30 Innovative Educators” by Splash Life Magazine in 2011, Zubac is a member of the 
Instructional Leadership Team with Green Dot Public Schools and currently teaches Social Science at Locke High School in Watts, 
California. As a member of the Politics and Pedagogy Collective, she helps organize an annual, student-led social justice 
conference in Los Angeles. This summer, she is learning GIS with Esri, a world leader of global mapping technology, which she 
plans to incorporate in her classroom in the upcoming year. 

A native of Bosnia-Herzegovina, Zubac was educated in three countries and is fluent in four languages. She is a graduate 
of the University of Pennsylvania (BA, Political Science) and Claremont Graduate University (MA, Education). She currently lives   
in Los Angeles and may be contacted at julijazubac@gmail.com. 

For the Social Justice Research Academy, Zubac will present a lecture and lead a discussion on: 

Student-Led Movements to Change Schools 

In the school reform debate in the United States, authentic student voices are virtually non-existent. In this 
lecture/discussion, we will examine domestic and international examples of student-led initiatives to change secondary schools. 
We will review the goals, tactics, victories, and obstacles student movements face as they tackle key issues in education, 
including funding, curriculum, privatization, and restorative justice. Participants will be invited to create a positive, proactive 
vision for our schools and brainstorm ways to support meaningful reform in their own communities. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH ACADEMY 

Visiting Faculty 

Julija Zubac 



Maya K. Francis: Might Writers West 
Maya Francis is, among other things, the Youth Program Coordinator for Mighty 
Writers West, where she develops writing curriculum and teaches writing 
workshops for students in Philadelphia. She has done crisis management work in 
Washington, DC for the Amalgamated Transit Union Local 689, a union 
representing more than 10,000 transit workers and the third-largest local union in 
North America.  She has also done consulting for Congreso de Latinos Unidos, the 
California Department of Public Health, and numerous other organizations. Francis 
is a graduate of the University of Maryland’s College of Journalism, and she earned 
an interdisciplinary Master’s degree from the University of Pennsylvania. 

Dinah DeWald: Maypop Collective for Climate and Economic Justice 
The Maypop Collective for Climate and Economic Justice is fighting for a "just 
transition" away from a fossil fuel economy of exploitation and greed to 
community-centered economies that take care of people and the planet. As 
young people, we understand that the old ways of dividing ‘issues’ won’t work 
for us.  It’s clear that climate change, economic exploitation, racism, patriarchy 
and other oppressions are intimately connected and must be addressed 
together. Call it intersectionality, or common sense. DeWald and the collective’s 
other members are graduates of Swarthmore College. 

Troy Davis:  Bon Appétit / Teamsters Local 929 
Troy Harris is a longtime employee of Bon Appétit Management Company, which is 
contracted by the University of Pennsylvania to service most of the campus dining halls. 
In April 2012, Harris and two other workers in the kosher dining halls began to organize 
their coworkers in a campaign against Bon Appétit to improve the terms and conditions 
of their work. In April 2013, he and his coworkers successfully unionized with the 
Teamsters Local 929, obtaining a written work contract for the first time since starting 
work in Penn's dining halls. This contract includes the promise of job security, higher 
wages, paid sick leave, pension, and health care plans. He will be speaking about 
working in Philadelphia, organizing on campus, and contradictory ways of thinking 
about Penn's role in Philadelphia. 
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Guest Presentations by Local Activists 
in West Philadelphia 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

    Bebashi was founded 
in 1985 in response to the increasing incidence of 
HIV/AIDS in the African American community of 
Philadelphia. We are a full-service HIV/AIDS case 
management agency with a special interest in serving 
low-income people of color with HIV disease. Our 
mission is to provide culturally sensitive health related 
information, direct service, and technical assistance in 
the areas of sexual health and prevention of sexually 
transmitted disease to the urban community. 

 

               Lexi White, a recent graduate from the University of Pennsylvania’s College                          
of Arts and Sciences, completed her Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science and Gender,           
Sexuality, and Women's Studies, with a minor in Africana Studies and a concentration in                  
Sexuality Studies and Gender and Health. At Penn, she served as an activist with Penn                 
Consortium of Undergraduate Women and the Penn Women's Center.  Her senior thesis                  
research engaged with women's experiences with verbal street harassment in Philadelphia,                     
and she was awarded the Carol Smith Rosenberg Thesis Prize in Gender, Sexuality, and                   
Women's Studies. She has worked with BEBASHI, the ACLU, and other organizations. 
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Site 
Visit 

 

Global Migration, Immigration Rights, and Youth Activism 
 
For the Social Justice Research Academy, Penn faculty, including Andrew Lamas and Michael Nairn, will 

lead a walking tour of South Philadelphia for a wide-ranging discussion on the history of human migration, 
immigration law, theories of citizenship—and the difference between citizens and denizens, experiences of 
belonging and of exclusion, the ethics of going to places that are not your own, and human rights. Our site visit to 
the offices of JUNTOS will feature discussions with Latino youth activists, particularly those who—along with their 
families and friends—regularly risk deportation to find jobs, to get an education, and to be involved in organizing 
campaigns to secure human rights and to promote state and federal Dream Act legislation in the USA. 

 
 

“No Human Being is Illegal.” 

     SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH

Juntos hacemos la Fuerza. We will listen to and 
speak with undocumented youth from Mexico, Central America, and 
South America who have formed Fuerza, the youth leadership 
committee of JUNTOS—a Latino immigrant, community-led 
organization in Philadelphia fighting for human rights regarding 
education, health, labor, and immigration. 

 

http://www.vamosjuntos.org/


 

 

 

 

 

Executive Director: Erika Almiron: Erika@vamosjuntos.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lead Organizer: Jasmine Rivera: Jasmine@vamosjuntos.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Organizer: Miguel Andrade: Miguel@vamosjuntos.org 

 

 

Erika Almiron was born in South Philadelphia to immigrant parents from Paraguay and has spent 
almost two decades working in the Latino community. In her youth, she served as president of 
various Latino leadership organizations in her high school in Norristown and Penn State 
University.  She went on after school to work with Latino communities in Philadelphia and 
surrounding counties on issues ranging from women’s health, gentrification, prison reform, and 
poverty.  Several years ago, she helped start the Media Mobilizing Project while working at the 
American Friends Service Committee with the Mexico/US border program on the issue of living 
and working conditions for maquiladora workers.  Before becoming the Executive Director of 
Juntos, she was the assistant director of the Philadelphia Student Union working with young 
people on leadership development and fighting for education reform.  In her spare time, she is a 
freelance photographer, and her pictures have been published and exhibited during the last 
several years in Philadelphia and beyond.  She has documented prison conditions in South 
America, mountain top removal in West Virginia, homelessness in Harlem, and most recently she 
received the prestigious Leeway Foundation Award to document agricultural reform and land 
distribution in Brazil and Paraguay. 

 

Jasmine Rivera has been organizing in the Philadelphia area for several years. Growing up in 
Arizona, she became involved in social justice movements at a young age, earning the 
Presidential Service Award and a Rotary scholarship her senior year. She studied at Sarah 
Lawrence College concentrating in history, economics, and environmental science. Her senior 
year, she was the co-chair of the Latino Identity group UNIDAD, while also holding positions in 
various others clubs and Student Senate. She began her organizing career with NJPIRG organizing 
students at Rutgers Camden on health care reform, hunger and homelessness, tuition costs, and 
environmental issues. She later joined ACTION United organizing in Germantown and North 
Philadelphia on issues ranging from street flooding and blight to public education and bank 
accountability. She became the Lead Organizer in 2012 with ACTION United. She now joins 
Juntos as the Lead Organizer working on Immigration Reform and in the Norristown community. 

 

Miguel Andrade was born in 1991 in Colombia and immigrated with his family to the US when he 
was 5 years old. Before joining the Juntos staff, he volunteered with the Media Mobilizing 
Project and co-founded and currently hosts their television program MMPTV that provides news 
and analysis on the conditions of poor and working Philadelphians in an effort to get the unheard 
stories and fight of the people heard in the media. He attended Northeast Philadelphia High 
School and experienced first-hand the struggles that undocumented youth face in the US, which 
in part motivated him to be one of the co-founders of Juntos’ youth leadership committee, 
Fuerza. In 2013, he was selected as a semi-finalist in the national Peace First Prize fellowship 
program for his commitment and dedication in the immigrant rights struggle. 

 

JUNTOS Staff 



 Immigration 

as a social justice issue. 

A world without borders for science, technology, and capital.
A world without borders for people?

http://www.history.upenn.edu/philamigrationproject/
http://www.design.upenn.edu/people/vitiello_domenic


the 

in I 

… walking the colonial streets
of the 

City of Brotherly 
(and Sisterly) 

… in the footsteps of …



William Penn 
Benjamin Franklin 

Thomas Paine 
Thomas Jefferson 
George Washington 
James Madison 

but also 
Henry "Box" B row n 
Absalo m Jones 
Ri chard Allen 
Lucreti a Mott 
Anna Di cki nson 
G.W.F. Hegel 
Friedrich Engels 
Sigmund Freud 
Marti n Del any 
F rederick Dougl ass 
Francis Ellen Watki ns Harper 
W.E.B. DuBois 
Marti n B uber 
Langston Hughes 
Al ai n Locke 
Kw ame Nkrumah 
B. R. Ambedkar 
Erich Fromm 
Herbert Marcuse 
Paulo Freire 
Pablo Neruda 
Che Guevara 
Ivan Illich 
Henri Lefebvre 
FrantzFanon 
Audre Lorde 
Ang el a Davi s 
John Col trane 
bell hooks 
Maggie Kuhn 
Ed Sparer 
Arundhati  Roy 
Eli jah Anderso n 
Peter Singer 
Edward Sai d 
To ni Morriso n 
Cornel  West 
Mi chelle Fine 
Vandana Shi va 
Howard  Zi nn 
Sl avo j Zi zek 

Noam Chomsky … and many more



 

Every 
movement 

—even a progressive, world-changing movement                  
for freedom, justice, and equality— 

 

is filled with contradictions. 
—A. Lamas 



 
 
 
 

…is capitalism—a world historical 

movement of universal significance—also 
filled with contradictions? 
• If so, what are they?   
• Are such contradictions significant or 

inconsequential? 
• If capitalism is a dynamic system of creative 

destruction, which—if any—of its 
contradictions might be overcome within 
and by way of capitalist processes?  

• Are the remaining contradictions destructive 
to, or necessary for, sustainable growth, 
capital accumulation, social justice, 
democracy, prosperity, and well- being? 

If the Civil Rights 
Movement is filled 
with contradictions, 
then… 



An overlooked phenomenon in 
conventional discussions of the 
economics of social justice: 

co-operatives. 

• More than 1 billion people are members of democratic, co-owned, co-operatives worldwide.

• Co-operatives employ more than 100 million people—20% more than multinational enterprises.

• Co-operative businesses have annual sales revenue of $1.1 trillion dollars, securing the
livelihood of more than 3 billion people—that’s nearly half the world’s population. 

Is there a co-op near you ? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecSMtMurwsI


Students will have the opportunity to examine and criticize theories of -- and struggles for -- justice across global 
space (from every continent), historical time (from ancient societies to the present), and political perspectives. 

“Justice in the life and conduct of the State is possible only 
as first it resides in the hearts and souls of the citizens.” 

– Plato

“It is justice, not charity, 
that is wanting in the world.” 

– Mary Wollstonecraft

“From each, according to his ability; 
to each, according to his need.” 

– Karl Marx

“Justice denied anywhere
diminishes justice everywhere.”

   — Martin Luther King, Jr.

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/justice_denied_anywhere_diminishes_justice/146472.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/justice_denied_anywhere_diminishes_justice/146472.html


Students will have the opportunity to examine and criticize theories of -- and struggles for -- justice across global 
space (from every continent), historical time (from ancient societies to the present), and political perspectives. 

子貢問曰：“有一言而可以終身行之？” 子曰：“其恕乎！己所不欲、勿施於 .” 

Zi Gong [a disciple] asked: "Is there any one word 
that could guide a person throughout life?" 

The Master replied: "How about 'reciprocity'! 
Never impose on others what you would not choose for yourself." 

– Confucius
"Master Kong" (孔子, Kǒngzǐ) Analects XV.24, tr. David Hinton 

Above Images: Analects of Confucius; Zhang Huan (artist), Q Confucius, Rockbund Art Museum, Shanghai, CHINA. 

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E5%AD%94
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E5%AD%94


Students will have the opportunity to examine and criticize theories of -- and struggles for -- justice across global
space (from every continent), historical time (from ancient societies to the present), and political perspectives. 

“In the world through which I travel, I am endlessly creating myself.” 

“Sometimes people hold a core belief that is very strong. When they are presented with evidence 
that works against that belief, the new evidence cannot be accepted. It would create a feeling that 
is extremely uncomfortable, called cognitive dissonance. And because it is so important to protect 
the core belief, they will rationalize, ignore and even deny anything that doesn't fit in with the  
core belief.” 

“ô mon corps, fait toujours de moi un homme qui s'interroge.” 

“We believe that an individual must endeavor to assume the universalism inherent in the human condition.” 

“Imperialism leaves behind germs of rot which we must clinically detect and remove from our land 
but from our minds as well.” 

“The basic confrontation which seemed to be colonialism versus anti-colonialism, indeed 
capitalism versus socialism, is already losing its importance. What matters today, the issue which 
blocks the horizon, is the need for a redistribution of wealth. Humanity will have to address this 
question, no matter how devastating the consequences may be.” 

“The oppressed will always believe the worst about themselves.” 

“Everything can be explained to the people, 
on the single condition that you want them to understand.” 

“He who is reluctant to recognize me opposes me.” 

“Each generation must discover its mission, fulfill it or betray it, in relative opacity.” 



Students will have the opportunity to examine and criticize theories of -- and struggles for -- justice across global 
space (from every continent), historical time (from ancient societies to the present), and political perspectives. 

“The Great Refusal takes a variety of forms.” 
—Herbert Marcuse 

“We have to talk about liberating minds, 
as well as liberating society.” 

—Angela Y. Davis 

“Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, 
it is time to pause and reflect.” 

—Mark Twain 

“There must exist a paradigm, a practical model for 
social change that includes an understanding of ways 
to transform consciousness that are linked to efforts 
to transform structures.” 

—bell hooks 



Students will have the opportunity to examine and criticize theories of -- and struggles for -- justice across global
space (from every continent), historical time (from ancient societies to the present), and political perspectives. 

“The master's tools will never dismantle the master's house.” 
– Audre Lorde

“For a successful revolution it is not enough that there is 
discontent. What is required is a profound and thorough 
conviction of the justice, necessity and importance of 
political and social rights.” 

– B. R. Ambedkar

“This is our new world – where there is no distinction 
between political and personal any more.” 

– C. L. R. James

“To love. To be loved. To never forget your own insignificance. To never 
get used to the unspeakable violence and the vulgar disparity of life 
around you. To seek joy in the saddest places. To pursue beauty to its 
lair. To never simplify what is complicated or complicate what is simple. 
To respect strength, never power. Above all, to watch. To try and 
understand.  To never look away. And never, never, to forget.” 

– Arundhati Roy



Students will have the opportunity to examine and criticize theories of -- and struggles for -- justice across global
space (from every continent), historical time (from ancient societies to the present), and political perspectives. 

Tahrir Square 
Cairo, EGYPT 2011

   Paris Commune, 1871 Wisconsin, 2011 

Image: Une barricade de la Commune de Paris, le 18 mars 1871, 
Hachette Biblio College, Les Miserables. 

Image: Reuters/BBC, February 11, 2011. 

Image: Takeover of Capitol Building in Madison, Wisconsin, 
2011 2011 



PROTEST

or 

 
 

 
cuts to public education 

by kissing! 

Are such protests 

silly 

significant 

? 

On Wednesday, July 6, 2011, more than 500 high school and college students gathered in the

Plaza de Armas in Santiago, Chile toshow their passion
for education …. 



Massive Bombing 
A student is hit by a 
water balloon during 
a massive water fight 
staged by students  
in Valparaiso, Chile, 
on July 27, 2011 … 
to protest (what they 
called) the government's 
"massive bombing" of 
education. 

Image: Reuters/Cryptome 

PROTEST 
AS 

CARNIVAL 

Led by students demanding affordable, high quality 
education, hundreds of thousands of people took to 
the streets in Chile in 2011.  This student was part of a 
carnival-themed protest in Santiago on July 12, 2011. 

Image: Reuters 



Occupy Europe: How a generation 
went from indifferent to indignant 
Occupy Europe? From Madrid to Athens, young people 
facing a bleak future are casting doubt on European identity. 

By Robert Marquand, Staff writer / Madrid / October 29, 2011 

The most significant current youth movement in Europe started with a tweet on Justin Bieber, the boyish Canadian 
crooner. On May 15, following a rally against education cuts at Madrid's main square, a cluster of 40 students stayed on, 
talking into the night. Spain, like Greece and Italy, faces huge public deficits. The government has been cutting outlays 
for basic services like schools, health care, and social welfare. While college attendance in Spain is a success story, youth 
unemployment has risen to a horrific 44 percent. 

So on Puerta del Sol square, the kids were hashing it 
out. They wanted to bed down on the square, but the 
police had other ideas. About 4 a.m., the police 
pushed the makeshift campers off. A month before, 
students had slept there to buy tickets to a Bieber 
concert. No one is sure who sent the first "Bieber 
tweet," but it went instantly viral: "We can sleep on 
the square for Bieber tickets, but not to discuss our 
future." 

The tweet distilled perfectly frustrations among youth 
that Europe, Spain, their politicians, the banks, the 
system, their lives – all are in trouble and need to 
change. The Zapatero government, like governments 
across Europe, hews to a neoliberal model that 
stresses cutting deficits and using taxes to shore up 

banks. But it has said little about how to spur growth. Austerity is seen as the predominant answer to spiraling debt costs. 
But this offers no solace to an educated but unemployed generation that says it wants both work and meaning in life. 

Yet some Rubicon was crossed on May 15. A Twitter call brought hundreds of youth to the square. The next day more 
than 1,000 came. By the end of the week 30,000 people, most of them young, had organized a system of tent camps, 
started seminars and teach-ins, and begun building a social networking site. "Yes, we camp," they coyly said. Their 
moniker became indignados, or the outraged. 

Today, their idea has spread across southern Europe to Rome and Athens and the far corners of Spanish cyberspace, 
where the group has 70,000 participants. They are part of an increasingly global movement of young people that, while 
not directly connected, share some of the same frustrations over the inability of economies to create jobs, and the 
indifference of politicians or their impotence to do anything about it. 

The youth of Puerta del Sol have taken some of their inspiration from the youth of the Arab Spring. Both groups have directly 
inspired young members of the "Occupy Wall Street" protests in America. Indeed, from Latin America to the Middle East to China, 
the issue of jobless youth has become a worrisome global trend – what one British minister calls a "ticking time bomb." 

Yet each of these revolts is also rooted in its own grievances, with consequences that will be similarly singular. Few are more 
important than the growing restiveness of Europe's young masses, both because of the size and breadth of the protests and because 
they come at a time when Europe's finances  – and collective identity – is increasingly fragile. 

Demonstrators protest against collective bargaining reforms in front of Spain's labour ministry in Madrid in June.  Image: Andrea Comas/Reuters 

We will think critically 
about how historians  
have represented the past 
and about how journalists 
cover contemporary events 
– such as the global protests
by youth and others in 2011. 

Take a look at this story. 

http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Europe
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2012/0516/Spain-s-Indignados-The-original-Occupy-reemerges-with-force


In the dark times, 
will there be singing? 

Yes, there will be singing 
about the dark times. 

-- Bertolt Brecht 

Above Image:  "This image … was taken during the war in 1992 in Sarajevo in the partially destroyed National Library. The cello player is local musician Vedran Smailović, 
who often came to play for free at different funerals during the siege despite the fact that funerals were often targeted by Serb forces."  -- Mikhail Evstafiev 



 SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH ACADEMY

1. Is there a dress code?
No. Students are urged to wear comfortable shoes, particularly on the days
when we go on walking tours and site visits. Please note that the temperature in
Philadelphia during July – our hottest month – typically ranges from 87°F / 31°C
(average high) and 69°F / 21°C (average low). Average rainfall during July is
4.35 inches / 100.5 mm.

2. What is the language of instruction?
English is the primary language of instruction; however, the faculty are familiar  
with a broad range of languages and value diverse languages and cultures as 
significant bearers of historical memory and contemporary resources of knowledge. 

3. How intense and stressful is the program?
The program is serious in the sense that the issues being discussed are significant,
and the faculty assumes that the students are committed to and capable of intensive
engagement with the issues. Life is stressful enough as it is; this summer program is
not designed to be stressful, but rather challenging, engaging, even exhilarating. As
students from many different countries, cultures, and backgrounds come together to
join our learning community, we expect the students will read, hear, and otherwise
encounter some ideas which may be new or which may not be a part of conventional
discourse in their families, schools, and communities. The faculty and staff are
committed to providing a safe, warm, and supportive environment for an enriching
and transformative educational experience.

4. How should students prepare for each day of the program?
As regards day-to-day preparation, the faculty advises students to study closely 
the assigned readings and other materials for each class. Think about the varying 
historical and other contexts of each author's work. Identify the conversations, 
movements, and struggles of which each reading is a part. Be mindful of what 
matters to you, of your own commitments, of the pressing issues of our time, and 
of your own current positions and understandings regarding the issues that seem 
to be at stake in the readings. 

Frequently Asked Questions



In other words, become critically conscious of your own intellectual agenda. Try 
to set up a conversation (or, if you prefer, an argument) with the authors whose 
work you encounter. Take notes on the work and also record your own thoughts 
and insights as you read. Underline or otherwise mark portions of the readings 
that you find especially interesting. Be ready to share these selections and 
reflections in class. When possible, find someone (e.g., a classmate, a faculty 
member) and discuss what you have read before coming to class. Develop your 
own questions about the readings, site visits, and other program experiences. 
Think about the traits of a really good question. Bring these questions to class, so 
they may be addressed in our class discussions. Notice the ways in which the 
authors – and your fellow students and the Penn Faculty – express themselves 
and articulate their views. Think about the ways in which their styles, methods, 
and choices compare and contrast with your own.  (Follow the same process in 
your consideration of the assigned videos, images, and other materials.) Note: If 
you do not want to prepare for class in this way, then use some other method ... 
that will enable you to participate at a high level of critical and creative intellectual 
engagement. 

5. What do students need to know about taking notes and doing assignments?

• Students should have one notebook, a folder (for storing handouts),
and pens or pencils. Students should bring these items to every class
and field trip. Students are advised to bring a book bag or knapsack
(to carry these items as well as a bottle of water and a snack).

• Some assignments will require access to a laptop computer. If you
have a laptop, then we advise you to bring it with you to Penn. If
you do not have a laptop, one will be provided for you for use
exclusively in Van Pelt Library.

• Some assignments may require access to a digital camera and a
digital video camera. If you have such devices (or a Smartphone with
photo/video capabilities), then you may bring them with you to Penn.
If you do not have such devices, they will be provided for you when
doing assignments.



6. What are the learning guidelines of the program?
Three learning objectives have guided the faculty's development of the Social Justice
Research Academy:

• The lectures, site visits, readings, assignments, projects, and
other activities are designed to engage the students in learning.

• The faculty's day-to-day interactions with the students will be
pedagogically contextualized ̶ by acknowledging who the
students are, what they know, and what concerns them.

• The program ̶ designed to welcome and encourage a diverse
set of students with a diversity of backgrounds and views ̶
is guided by the inclusive learning and teaching commitments
of the faculty.

7. How will specific learning objectives be established?
Every student is unique. Students have different backgrounds, identities, interests, 
strengths, weaknesses, learning styles, and life goals. Learning objectives for each 
student will be developed during the first few days of the program. Students who 
would prefer to establish specific learning objectives prior to the program's 
commencement are warmly welcomed to contact the Program Director so that 
appropriate arrangements might be made to communicate by email, telephone, 
or Skype before the program commences. 

8. How will progress on learning objectives be measured?
In this summer program, tests will not be administered. Faculty will meet with 
students on a regular basis to provide encouragement, support, and resources to 
enable students to take advantage of all that the program offers. 

9. Are there any grades?
No. 

10. Will students and their assignments be evaluated?
The faculty will provide students with regular feedback on their work and on their
academic progress during the program. At the end of the program, written
evaluation will be provided for each student upon request.



11. Is the program schedule set in stone?
Significant planning has been done to ensure a thoughtful assortment and flow of
morning and afternoon activities – from lectures and discussions to walking tours
and site visits – during each week of the month-long program. Changes may be
made to the program schedule for several reasons (e.g., a walking tour may be
postponed from one day to another due to rain). More significantly, as the faculty
are committed to being responsive to the interests of the particular group of
students who assemble for this summer's program, adjustments may be made to
the program schedule and assignments in order to meet the needs and interests
of the students.

12. What are the tuition and other charges for the program?  Is financial aid
available?
Information about tuition and other charges is available at the following link:
PENN SUMMER HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS TUITION & FEES. Financial aid is not available for
Penn's Summer Academies.

13. What is the Penn Summer Scholars Program?
A small number of tuition-free scholarships are available for the Social Justice
Research Academy.  To be eligible to apply for these scholarships, applicants must
be academically exceptional students in public and charter high schools in Philadelphia
and also meet other criteria as described at the following link:
PENN SUMMER SCHOLARS PROGRAM. A limited number of these applicants may be invited
to participate in interviews. Students who are awarded scholarships will be informed
in May or June prior to the commencement of the Social Justice Research Academy.

14. If you have additional questions, visit these links:
PENN SUMMER ACADEMIES and Penn Summer FAQs

http://www.sas.upenn.edu/summer/programs/highschool/tuition
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/summer/programs/highschool/summerscholars
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/summer/programs/highschool/academies%23art
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/summer/programs/highschool/faq


Course Materials 

Required Readings 
A package of required textbooks is available for purchase at: 

Penn Book Center 
130 S. 34th Street  (at the corner of 34th and Sansom Streets), Philadelphia, PA 19104    

Monday - Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. / Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  / Sunday: CLOSED 
tel: 215-222-7600 

1. Voltaire, Candide (New York: Dover Publications [Dover Thrift Editions], 1991).

2. John Berger, Ways of Seeing (London: BBC and Penguin Books, 1972).

3. Mark O'Brien, When Adam Delved and Eve Span: A History of the Peasant Revolt of 1381
(Gretton, Cheltenham, ENGLAND: New Clarion Press, 2004)..

6. Herbert Marcuse, An Essay on Liberation (Boston: Beacon Press, 1969).

5. John Holloway, Crack Capitalism (London: Pluto Press, 2010).

4. Vandana Shiva, Earth Democracy: Justice, Sustainability, and Peace (Boston: South End Press, 2005).

8. Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities (San Diego, New York & London: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1974).

Note: Online versions of the books by Voltaire and O'Brien will be provided to students by email prior to their 
arrival at the University of Pennsylavnia, so students do not need to purchase these two books at the bookstore. 

• A bundle of additional materials – including articles, images, and videos from a wide range of sources –
has been prepared for the students in the Social Justice Research Academy. 

These materials will be distributed – at no extra charge – at our first class meeting. 

Recommended (for August reading; stay in touch with Prof. Lamas for online discussion):

7. Angela Davis, The Meaning of Freedom: And Other Difficult Dialogues (San Francisco: City Lights, 2012).

http://www.pennbookcenter.com/


Jthe others. For Plato, justice had exactly this overarching status.  A just 

NANCY FRASER 

ON JUSTICE 
Lessons from Plato, Rawls and Ishiguro 

USTICE OCCUPIES a special place in the pantheon of virtues. For the 
ancients, it was often conceived as the master virtue, the one that orders all 

individual,  he tells us  in The Republic, is one in whom  the three  parts  of 
the soul — reason,  spirit, appetite — and  the three virtues associated with 
them — wisdom, courage, moderation — stand in the right relation to one 
another.  Justice in the city is precisely analogous.  In the just city, each class 
exercises its own distinctive virtue by performing the task suitable for its nature, 
and none interferes with the others. The wise and rational part does the ruling, 
the brave and spirited part does the soldiering, and the rest, those lacking special 
spirit or intelligence but capable of moderation, do the farming and the manual 
labouring. Justice is the harmonious balance among these constituent 

elements.1 

Most modern philosophers have rejected the specifics of Plato’s view. Almost no 
one today believes that the just city is one that is rigidly stratified with a 
permanent ruling class, a permanent military class and a permanent working 
class, whose lives differ from one another in major respects. Yet many 
philosophers have retained Plato’s idea that justice is not simply one virtue 
among others, but enjoys a special status as the master or meta virtue. A version 
of this conception informed John Rawls’s celebrated book, A Theory of Justice, in 
which he claimed that ‘Justice is the first virtue of social institutions, as truth 

is of systems of thought’.2 By this he did not mean that justice is the highest 
virtue, but rather that it is the fundamental one, the one that secures the basis 
for developing all of the rest. In principle, social arrangements can display …. 

Here is an example of a reading assignment (an excerpt from a scholarly article) that will be discussed in a morning lecture 
session, followed by a walking tour of the Independence Mall (featuring the Liberty Bell, and the sites where the Declaration 
of Independence was drafted and signed, where the U.S. Constitution was debated and established, and where the first U.S. 
President George Washington lived -- with his slaves). 

New Left Review, 74 March/April 2012, p. 41. 
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  Week One: 
   Justice, Freedom, Knowledge, and Power 

Times 
Monday 

July 7 
Tuesday 

July 8 
Wednesday 

July 9 
Thursday 

July 10 
Friday 

         July  11 

9 am – 
12 noon 

How to Be(come) a 
Critical Intellectual? 

*** 
Ideologies or     

Critical Reason? 

Historical and  
Contemporary Struggles 

   for Freedom and Justice 
amidst Contradictions 

Social Justice 
and Religion 

Generating and 
Dismantling Hierarchies; 

Visioning and Building 
Egalitarian Communities; 

the Challenge and 
Potential of Religious 

Interpretations of 
Evolving Justice Issues 

POWER and 
Community 
Organizing 

Connecting                   
Our Personal Stories 

with Struggles                     
for Social Justice; 

Strategies of 
Community 
Resistance              

for Positive Change 

Ways of Seeing   
the City:      

Society Hill Walking Tour

Independence Hall;      
Free Speech; Liberty Bell;            

George Washington’s 
Slave Quarters;       

Mother Bethel AME; 
Thomas Paine; Eminent 

Domain and Urban 
Renewal for Whom? 
Contested Histories

Ways of Seeing     
the City:

Spring Garden Walking Tour 

Father Divine's Mission for 
Peace, Abundance, Racial 

Harmony & Reconstruction; 
Eastern State Penitentiary 

and the Panopticon;     
Studio: Prison Art of Critique 
and Liberation; Urban Murals 
of Youth Voices for Freedom 

and Peace in the City 

12:00 – 
2:00 pm 

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 
John’s Pizza & Salads 

2:00 – 
5:00 pm 

(Note the occasional 
special evening and 
weekend programs.)

Developing Your Own 
Intellectual Agenda  

& Our Own 
Intellectual 
Community 

The Best of All Possible Worlds?   
The End of History? TINA? 

Intersections and Contradictions 

Thinking Critically 
about 

Social Justice, 
Human Rights, 
and Religion 

6:30pm:       
Special Evening Program 
on Dalits, Caste System, 
Ambedkar, and Gandhi 

Critically Refining 
Your Own 

Intellectual 
Agenda 

OPEN DISCUSSION      
***

Class and Social Mobility 
6:20pm:

Special Evening Film 
Snowpiercer 

This Land is 
Your Land 

Land Rights, Food Justice,  
the Commons, Property 
Rights, Eminent Domain, 
Principles of Ecology and 
Sustainable Community, 

Theories of Development, 
History of Agriculture and 
Cities, Structural Racism    

and  Responses to Inequality 

Critical Prison Studies 

Mass Incarceration at the 
Intersection of Racial 

Domination, Violence, and 
Changing Modes of Punishment 

and Capital Accumulation       
from the Enlightenment            

to the Contemporary Period 

Weekly Academic Schedule 

Classroom for This Week 

Monday – Friday: McNeil Building, Room 286-87 (3718 Locust Walk) 



Week Two:   
Justice & Oppression 

       Times 
Monday 
July 14 

Tuesday 
July 15 

Wednesday 
July 16 

Thursday 
July 17 

Friday 
July 18 

   9 am – 
  12 noon 

Media Mobilizing 
Project

Youth Activism & New 
Social Media 

Theatre of the 
Oppressed 

Workshop 1 

Theatre of 
the Oppressed 

Workshop 3 

Theatre of the 
Oppressed 

Workshop 5 

Special Topics 

Open Discussion 

  12:00 – 
  2:00 pm 

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

  2:00 – 
  5:00 pm 

(Note the occasional 
special evening and 
weekend programs.) 

Can Contradictions 
Ever Be Resolved? 
Intersectionality,    Critical 
Overlapping, Intellectual 

Trespassing 

SPECIAL TOPICS 
& OPEN DISCUSSION 

7:00 p.m.
Special Evening  Film 

American Revolutionary:              
The Evolution of Grace Lee Boggs 

Theatre of 
the Oppressed 

Workshop 2 

Theatre of 
the Oppressed 

Workshop 4 

Theatre of 
the Oppressed 

Open Discussion 

6:30 p.m. 
Special Evening Program   

on Gender, Sexuality, Labor, 
Cooperation, and Power 

Global Case Study:          
Sex Workers in India  

Ways of Seeing 
the City: 

Site Visit & Walking Tour 

Philadelphia’s Magic 
Gardens:  Urban Ecology 
and the Erotic Beautiful  

Distort/INTEL      
Urban Graffiti:        
Political Visions                   

of Youth in the Streets 

Weekly Academic Schedule 

Classrooms for This Week 

Monday:  McNeil Building, Room 286-87 (3718 Locust Walk)
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday:  Hoover Lounge, Vance Hall (3733 Spruce Street) 

Friday:  McNeil Building, Room 286-87 (3718 Locust Walk) 



Week Three: 
       Justice, Recognition, and Political Economy 

Times 
Monday 
July 21 

Tuesday 
July 22 

Wednesday 
July 23 

Thursday 
July 24 

Friday 
July 25 

9 am – 
12 noon 

Spheres of Justice 

Special Topics 

Representing 
Gender 

Ways of Seeing  
the City: 
Site Visit 

Revisioning and Remaking 
Community through Culture 

The Village of Arts  
and Humanities 

Overcoming 
Injustice 

Special Topics 

Freedom 
Dreams

12:00 – 
2:00 pm 

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

2:00 – 
5:00 pm 

(Note the occasional 
special evening and 
weekend program.)

Student-Led 
Movements 

for the    
Social Change  

of Schools 

Feminist 
Projects and 

Critiques 

Global Migration, 
Immigration Rights, 
and Youth Activism: 

Site Visit 

JUNTOS 

Building Relations of 
Solidarity amongst 
Friends and Allies   
for Social Justice  

Special Topics 

 Refusals, 
Critiques, 

and Alternatives 

Weekly Academic Schedule 

Classroom for This Week 

Monday – Friday:  McNeil Building, Room 286-87 (3718 Locust Walk) 

Singing and 
Struggling      
Our Way            
towards

Freedom and
Social Justice

Mahina 
Movement



 Snowpiercer 
Wednesday, July 9, 2014 

In this 2014 South Korean-American science fiction action epic by director Bong Joon-Ho 
(and based on a French graphic novel), a failed global-warming experiment kills off most life  
on the planet. The final survivors board the SNOWPIERCER, a train that travels around the  
globe via a perpetual-motion engine. When cryptic messages incite the passengers to revolt,  
the train thrusts full-throttle towards disaster. 

We will watch this film together in Center City Philadelphia and then have a late-night discussion. 
You are not required to attend this film,  

but you are warmly welcomed to join the Teaching Fellows and the Penn faculty  
for this special evening out in the city. 

(Note: The film contains some violence, so you should consider whether or not this film is appropriate for you.) 
The film’s cast includes Chris Evans, Tilda Swinton, Song Kang-ho, John Hurt, and Jamie Bell. 

Action! 
Adventure! 

Class Struggle? 



July 14, 2014 
We will watch and discuss this just-released film tonight at 7 p.m. in McNeil 
Building, Room 286-87, with Andy’s dog, Emma (named after Emma Goldman). 

What does it mean to be an American revolutionary today? Grace Lee Boggs is a 98-year-old Chinese 
American woman in Detroit whose vision of revolution will surprise you. A writer, activist, and philosopher 
rooted for more than 70 years in the African American movement, she has devoted her life to an evolving 
revolution that encompasses the contradictions of America’s past and its potentially radical future. 

The documentary film, AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY: THE EVOLUTION OF GRACE LEE BOGGS, 
plunges us into Boggs’s lifetime of vital thinking and action, traversing the major U.S. social movements of the 
last century; from labor to civil rights, to Black Power, feminism, the Asian American and environmental justice 
movements and beyond. Boggs’s constantly evolving strategy—her willingness to re-evaluate and change 
tactics in relation to the world shifting around her—drives the story forward. Angela Davis, Bill Moyers, Bill 
Ayers, Ruby Dee and Ossie Davis, Danny Glover, Boggs’s late husband James and a host of Detroit 
comrades across three generations help shape this uniquely American story. As she wrestles with a Detroit in 
ongoing transition, contradictions of violence and non-violence, Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, the 1967 
rebellions, and non-linear notions of time and history, Boggs emerges with an approach that is radical in its 
simplicity and clarity: revolution is not an act of aggression or merely a protest. Revolution, Boggs says, is 
about something deeper within the human experience — the ability to transform oneself to transform the world. 
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 SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH ACADEMY 

Monday, July 21 

SPECIAL FILM SCREENING 
Discussion Facilitated by Prof. Michael Nairn 

8:45-10:45 p.m. 
McNeil Building, Room 286-87 

Paris Is Burning is a documentary film (USA, 1990) directed by Jennie Livingston. 
“Filmed in the mid-to-late 1980s, it chronicles the ball culture of New York City and the 
African-American, Latino, gay, and transgender communities involved in it. Many members 
of the ball culture community consider Paris Is Burning to be an invaluable documentary of 
the end of the ‘Golden Age’ of New York City drag balls, and critics have praised it as a 
thoughtful exploration of race, class, gender, and sexuality in America.” 



Social Justice Research Academy 2014 

SPECIAL EVENING SCHEDULE: July 17, 18, 20, and 23

• Thursday, July 17 at 6:30pm in McNeil 286-87
o PROF. TOORJO GHOSE

♦Labor, Community, Sex, Gender, Queer, People of Color, Resistance, Organizing, Building
Power, Unions, Credit Unions, Microfinance:  A Global Case Study of Sex Workers in India 

• Friday, July 18 at 7:00pm in McNeil 286-87
o PROF. ANDY LAMAS, PROF. MICHAEL NAIRN,

& TEACHING FELLOWS

♦What Does Freedom Feel Like?

• Sunday, July 20 at 7:00pm in McNeil 286-87
o PROF. GINNY VANDERSLICE

♦Feminist Stories from Women’s Liberation
– film and discussion

• Wednesday, July 23 at 7:00pm in McNeil 286-87
o PROF. ANDY LAMAS, PROF. MICHAEL NAIRN, & TEACHING FELLOWS

♦7-8pm: Thinking Critically about Capitalism and Alternatives
♦8-10pm: Revisiting Our Readings: Open Discussion on the Significant
Issues and Questions of Our Time … and … What Can/Should Be Done?

Seeking Justice 
(with the courage to overcome fear and discomfort) 

• Sunday, July 20 at 1:00pm in McNeil 286-87
o PROF. ANDY LAMAS

♦Hegel, Marx, W.E.B. Du Bois, Franz Fanon, and Angela Davis: The Master-Slave Dialectic
and Its Relevance for Critically Thinking about Social Justice Projects



    One Last Book 
     Recommendation 

Friday, July 25 

 

• Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities (New York: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1974).

Illustrations by Mikhail Viesel 

…to stimulate your imagination about the cities we have yet to create….

Our last 
day of 
class 

http://calvino.lib.ru/english/mainframeset.html


 SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH ACADEMY 

Visiting Faculty 

Mahina Movement 

Gabriella (Gabby) Callender     Lorena Ambrosio    Vaimoana (Moana) Litia Makakaufaki 
l

  LISTEN HERE to SPEAK THE FIRE 

“Mahina Movement is the phenomenal three-women trio who combine poetry and song to create passionate music tied to 
flesh and bone, straight from the heart. Mahina Movement’s extraordinary melodies tell stories of the personal and political wrapped 
with courage, strength and awareness of human struggle and connection. Three voices and one guitar blend into a powerful force, 
mixing folk, rock and rhymes in English, Spanish, and Tongan simmered with indigenous roots and culture. Mahina Movement’s rare 
sound and vision not only creates a raw, fierce artistic “movement” combining traditional and contemporary poetry, music, painting, 
theater, and ritual but also, is constantly generating a strong, steady “movement” for community—consisting of radical love, 
unstoppable activism and ruthless compassion. 

“Based and consistently building and creating in New York City, Mahina Movement not only lives in New York but also makes 
sure to contribute their multi-talents of creativity and organizing in a place they call home. Having deep roots from all over the world—
Mexico, Ireland, Tonga and Africa—Mahina Movement…have carved and crafted a world of musical and artistic possibilities, running 
outside of boxes and crossing borders and limits. They have combined their skills, cultures, ancestors, stories and languages to reach 
the masses and ignite inspiration in the face of resignation and cynicism.” –Earthdriver.org The Music, The Movement. 

http://www.mahinamovement.com/artists/gabriella-callender-2/
http://www.mahinamovement.com/artists/lorena-ambrosio/
http://www.mahinamovement.com/artists/vaimoana-niumeitolu/
http://www.mahinamovement.com/artists/vaimoana-niumeitolu/
http://mahinamovement.bandcamp.com/album/speak-the-fire


Hegel’s last words before he died:   
“And he didn’t understand me.” 

Lox of Logic
with every order 

Hegel’s 
Bagels 

Overcoming since 1807 
Negated and Affirmed by the Phenomenological Delicatessen of Dialecticians Truer words were never spoken. 

Buy two and 
get a third 
contradiction 
for free! 

Dialectically 
Delicious!  

Official Sponsor of the Social Justice Research Academy 2014 

Please direct customer complaints to Maayan Rose, Lauren Maunus, Abraham Joshua Heschel, Ruth, Miriam, Judith Plaskow, and Lilith. 

• Recognition Rye
• Master-Slave Marble
• Self-Consciousness Sesame
• Martin Buberry
• Power Struggle Poppy Seed
• Otherness Onion
• Everthing Existential



A Special Message 
from the Program Director 
of the Social Justice Research Academy 

As a teacher, I have a sense that our world ̶ with all of its beauty and 
abundance but also all of its suffering and injustice – entrusts us with the 

responsibility to help our students discover new sensibilities 
... even perhaps beyond our own ... to help them learn to thrive on their 
own terms amidst  life's contradictions but also to join in the struggle of 
challenging unnecessary conventions and imagining and building new and 
better ways of living together. 

Walter Benjamin, one of my favorite critical theorists, wrote in his sixth thesis 
on the concept of history, "Every age must strive anew to wrest tradition away from 
the conformism that threatens to overpower it." 

At the Social Justice Research Academy, we acknowledge that students have significant 
knowledge and experience about living in this world and that they have much to learn and to 
teach about fairness and social justice. Together with my colleagues here at the University of 
Pennsylvania and elsewhere, I have designed this program to be the site for the kind of teaching 
and learning that educates in the best traditions of the liberal arts, that sharpens the powers of 
observation and critical thinking, that awakens empathetic understanding about what is beyond 
the familiar, that inspires the imagination, and that provokes and enlarges the realm of the 
possible. So, yes, I have high hopes for what we might accomplish together in our intellectual 
community this summer. 

You are warmly welcomed to direct any questions, comments, or suggestions  
about the academic features of this summer's Social Justice Research Academy to me at: 

Andrew T. Lamas 
Faculty / Urban Studies 

University of Pennsylvania 
e-mail: ATLamas@sas.upenn.edu 

mobile: 215-565-5850 

mailto:ATLamas@sas.upenn.edu
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