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 THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA SCHOOL OF ARTS & SCIENCES 

The Social Justice Research Academy brings students together with Penn faculty to examine the 
historical importance and the contemporary relevance of struggles to overcome 
inequality and injustice.  This program is only for students who are (or who are 
interested in  becoming) serious intellectuals and critical thinkers ... and who 
like pizza.   

Morning Lectures and Discussions  Attend classes with Penn faculty  from 
several disciplines, including urban/global studies, philosophy, race and gender, 
economics and community development, politics, law and policy, history, 
sociology, environment, and public health. 

Afternoon Workshops and Site Visits  Participate in activities with special guests 
from community groups, cooperatives, socially responsible businesses, labor 
unions, political advocacy organizations, environmental projects, urban farms, 
research institutes, and philanthropies. 

The promise of – and the struggle for – freedom is one of the enduring 
narratives of human society.   The faculty will call upon knowledge and 
experience from many sources: 

• a wide range of academic disciplines
• past struggles – peasant revolts, slave rebellions, labor protests, anti-colonial and anti-apartheid

independence movements
• recent and current struggles – Arab Spring, Occupy, and ongoing human rights campaigns across the globe

Our way through this material will be informed by the questions and commitments 
of the participating students: 

• What struggles underway in your own school and community are most important to you and why?
• What values (secular and/or religious) inform your own understanding about things that matter?
• What kind of world do you imagine for the future of your generation … and beyond?
• How do you plan to craft a life of purpose and meaningful engagement?

The Social Justice Research Academy has been designed for students who are interested in: 

• asking deep questions about society, cities, economy, politics, and environment
• doing urban research supplemented by photography, video, music, art, or digital design
• developing skills for leadership and organizational development
• probing urban projects related to freedom, justice, equality, sustainability, peace, and fairness



  

JUSTICE 
Why study justice? 

Why is social justice the central focus  
of our month-long research academy? 

Throughout history and across the globe, people have thought deeply about fairness 
as they have struggled against bondage, domination, and hierarchy. Arguably, questions of 
fairness and freedom are matters of daily significance not only for the enslaved, the 
colonized, and the exploited but perhaps for all people and species connected to the 
interdependent web of life.   

Social justice is fascinating because it is so fundamental.   Impositions from on high to 
institutionalize systems of domination and accumulation are met by insurgencies of 
resistance and demands for rights, recognition, and respect.  Movements to overcome 
inequality and to promote social justice are often understood—by secular and religious 
traditions—as projects to achieve right relations among people and with nature.   These 
projects range from the personal to the global, from the intimate moments of everyday life 
to mass movements that shake the foundations of the status quo. They are informed by our 
different readings of history, our diverse theories of change, our varied interests, personal 
experiences, commitments, and visions of the future. So, we meet together in the Social 
Justice Research Academy to ask hard questions, to probe deeply issues of significance, to 
teach, to learn, and to dream about freedom, well-being, justice, peace….
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 PENN FACU LTY 

Kirk James, DSW is the Project Director of the Goldring Reentry Initiative (GRI) at the
University of Pennsylvania’s School of Social Policy & Practice, where he focuses on criminal justice, 
prisoner reentry and recidivism, critical race theory, and social justice issues.  He also teaches courses for 
graduate students training to be social workers.

Degrees: University of Pennsylvania, School of Social Policy & Practice, DSW.  
Courses taught at Penn include: Criminal Justice Policies; American Racism. More Information. 

Felicity Paxton, PhD is the director of the Penn Women’s Center, a faculty member in Penn’s
Annenberg School for Communication, and a residential fellow in Harnwell College House. Her fields of interest 
include feminist theory and activism, cultural studies, environmentalism and creative nonfiction. She is currently 
studying gender and leadership at Penn, and past research projects have involved attending > 35 Philadelphia 
high school proms and buying guns on behalf of documentary filmmaker Michael Moore. A founding member of 
Penn Faculty and Staff Against War on Iraq, Litty has a longstanding interest in the intersection of academia and 
activism.
Degrees: University of Pennsylvania, American Civilization, PhD; University of East Anglia, American Studies, MA. 
Courses Taught at Penn include:  Critical Approaches to Popular Culture; Ritual Communication; Gender in 
Contemporary America; Reading the Female Body in Literature and Film. More Information. 

Andrew Lamas, JD is the Director of this summer's Social Justice Research Academy and a
longstanding faculty member of Penn's Urban Studies Program.  More Information. 

Michael Nairn, MLA, MBA is a landscape architect and a faculty member in Penn's Urban
Studies Program where he teaches courses in public space and urban sustainability.  His current book project is 
on The Heresy of Sustainability. In Summer 2008,  he co-directed a research project surveying > 700 community 
garden sites in Philadelphia to measure how much food was produced and how it was distributed throughout the 
city.  Together with Dr. Jeanne Ann Grisso (Penn Medicine & Penn Nursing), he is presently surveying community 
gardens in Camden and Trenton, New Jersey.  For several years, he has lead students on a research excursion to 
post-Katrina New Orleans, Louisiana.  His affiliations include Penn's Department of Landscape Architecture & 
Regional Planning, South Street Design Company, American Society of Landscape Architects, ASLA Open 
Committee for Historic Preservation, and Philadelphia Orchard Project.      

Degrees:  University of California at Berkeley, Master of Landscape Architecture; Villanova University, MBA. 
Courses taught at Penn include: Public Environment of Cities: An Introduction to Urban Landscape; Metropolitan 
Nature.  More Information.     

Toorjo Ghose, MSW, PhD is a professor in Penn's School of Social Policy & Practice. He
focuses on structural interventions regarding substance abuse, homelessness, and HIV, both domestically and 
internationally. His research examines the manner in which contextual factors such as housing, community 
mobilization, and organizational characteristics influence substance use and HIV risk. He is currently working: 
(1) in New York City to study the effectiveness of providing housing as an intervention for substance-using 
women with HIV who are released from prisons/jails, and (2) with collectives of sex workers and transgendered 
people with HIV in India, New York and Philadelphia to examine the effectiveness of social movement 
mobilization in reducing HIV risk.  His research has been supported by the Gates Foundation, All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences (New Delhi), National Institute on Drug Abuse, Center for AIDS Research, and the 
University Research Foundation. 

Degrees: UCLA, School of Public Affairs, PhD; Ohio State University, MSW.

Courses taught at Penn include: Substance Abuse; HIV/AIDS in Developing Countries; Mental Health Service 
Provision; Welfare Policy.  More Information.  

Visiting Faculty from 
other universities are 
introduced elsewhere        
in this Syllabus.

http://www.alumni.upenn.edu/multicultural/pennspectrum/svereen.html
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/gsws/content/shannon-b-lundeen-phd
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/urban/faculty/andrew-lamas
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/urban/faculty/michael-nairn
http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/people/faculty/ghose/
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Teaching Fellows 

JULIA GRABER IS THE ELLA BAKER TEACHING FELLOW
for the Social Justice Research Academy in 2013. She is a graduate of the University 
of Pennsylvania, where she majored in Science, Technology, and Society. Active in 
the Occupy movement, she is the cofounder of the Penn TimeBank. 

Ella Baker 

• Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
• Freedom Summer
• Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party
• Ella Baker’s nickname was “Fundi,” a Swahili

word meaning a person who teaches a craft
to the young people of the next generation.

MEGHNA CHANDRA IS THE GRACE LEE BOGGS TEACHING FELLOW 
for the Social Justice Research Academy in 2013. She is a graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania, where she majored in Urban Studies. Active in the Occupy movement, she 
was a leader in the Student Labor Action Project (Penn SLAP). 

NICOLE GRIFFIN WARD IS THE ANNA SOKOLOW TEACHING FELLOW  
for the Social Justice Research Academy in 2013. She is a senior at the University of Pennsylvania, 
where she majors in Urban Studies and minors in Fine Arts.  Active in the Occupy movement and 
Take Back the Night, she was the codirector of Strictly Funk, Penn’s avant-garde hip hop, jazz and 
funk dance group. 

Anna Sokolow 

“Art should recognize 
all of our needs.” 

"People are aware that they cannot continue in the same 
old way but are immobilized because they cannot imagine 
an alternative. We need a vision that recognizes that we 
are at one of the great turning points in human history 
when the survival of our planet and the restoration of our 
humanity require a great sea change in our ecological, 
economic, political, and spiritual values." 

Grace Lee Boggs 

http://hss.sas.upenn.edu/stsc
http://penntimebank.wordpress.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ella_Baker
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/urban/
http://www.studentlabor.org/
http://pennslap.blogspot.com/
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/urban/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGf5nD7dbNQ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna_Sokolow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_Lee_Boggs
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Visiting Faculty 
 

 
• Professor of Philosophy, University of Kentucky
• Founder, International Herbert Marcuse Society
• Author of numerous works, including Critical Theory and Democratic Vision: Herbert Marcuse and

Recent Liberation Philosophies, 2009.

Prof. Farr will present a lecture and lead a discussion on Critical Theory and liberation philosophies of our time.  
He will discuss, among other things, the contributions of Herbert Marcuse, Walter Benjamin, James Cone, 
Enrique Dussel, Iris Marion Young, and Angela Davis. 

Arnold L. Farr
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Visiting Faculty 

John Gilmore 

Rev. Dr. John Gilmore has had a long and distinguished career as a minister, teacher, trainer, consultant, and 
author.  His work focuses on issues at the intersection of religion, peace, and justice.  He has led nationally recognized 
programs in the US for the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) on anti-racism, anti-oppression, and economic 
justice.  He was a student of Rev. Dr. Matthew Fox, who initiated a global religious movement that seeks to promote a 
“deep ecumenism” by strongly aligning the moral teachings of world religions (e.g., Buddhism, Judaism, Sufism, Native 
American spirituality) with the ecological and environmental movements of the contemporary period.      

“All religions, 
arts and sciences 
are branches of 
the same tree.”  

—Albert Einstein 

“Compassion is the essence of Jesus’ teaching, and indeed of the teaching of all great spiritual figures from Mohammed to 
Isaiah, from Lao Tzu to Chief Seattle. Yet compassion has been sentimentalized and severed from its relationship to justice-
making and celebration. Creation Spirituality links the struggle for justice with the yearning for mysticism.”    —Matthew Fox 

Guest Respondent:                                   
Rev. Dr. Charles L. Howard                  

Chaplain, University of Pennsylvania 

http://www.betterworldheroes.com/fox-matthew.htm
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Visiting Faculty 

Graffiti: The Political Vision of Youth in the Streets
This touring seminar is designed as an exploration of the graffiti of downtown Philadelphia. 
Because graffiti is especially ephemeral, we will be searching and discovering together—unsure 
of what markings have been recently left or erased in this contested and ever-changing urban 
environment. Our discussions will be framed by questions such as: what we can and cannot 
know about a tagger from his/her mark, why specific architectural elements are targeted, and 
how we might understand the social implications of the act itself. 

Combining his classical training with the intense creative energy of graffiti, David Sol has made an 
impact in the streets and in the galleries.  After graduating from the University of Pennsylvania and 
the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts in 2010, he had a major solo exhibition at the Works on Paper 
Gallery in Philadelphia. With subsequent shows in New York and New Jersey, his sculptural 
installations and paintings on canvas soon combined into his own original formats of "scrolls" and 
“shields." This urban/baroque visual vocabulary drew the attention of the Element Tree, founded in 
2010 by Serringe “to showcase Hip Hop culture and all its elements.” Together with the Element Tree 
and its sponsors, Sol has recently completed murals at Miami Art Basel as well as throughout 
northern New Jersey. He continues to create challenging work inspired by his admiration of 
classicism and the intensity of the present.   David Sol 

http://www.worksonpaper.biz/
http://www.worksonpaper.biz/
http://www.theelementtree.com/
https://vimeo.com/64866756


Crusader Graffiti, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem, Israel. 

An example of stencil graffiti, popular in 
contemporary Toronto, Canada, 2007. 

Ancient Pompeii graffito 
of a politician. 

John Fekner, “Falsas Promesas, Broken Promises,” South Bronx, New York, 1980. 

Graffito of a Maracatu performer, 
Olinda, Brazil. 

The satirical Alexamenos graffito is allegedly 
the earliest known representation of Jesus. 



Visiting Faculty 

Amy Laura Cahn, Esq. is the founder and director of the Garden Justice Legal Initiative at the
Public Interest Law Center of Philadelphia. Before joining the Law Center, she served as a law clerk to the 
Honorable Michael M. Baylson of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and as a law 
clerk with the Honorable Stephen Skillman of the Superior Court of New Jersey.  In 2004, she coauthored a 
community-based study on childhood lead paint poisoning that helped overturn New York City’s lead laws. 
While in law school, Ms. Cahn completed legal internships at Advocates for Environmental Human Rights in 
New Orleans and the Natural Resources Defense Counsel. She has also worked as a community organizer, 
during which time she co-founded New York City’s Bluestockings Women’s Bookstore.  She is on the board of 
directors of the Bread and Roses Community Fund.  

Ms. Cahn is a magna cum laude graduate of the University of Pennsylvania Law School, where she 
was a Toll Public Interest Scholar and cofounder of Penn’s Environmental Law Project.  While at Penn, she 
also worked with the Public Interest Law Center to produce “Pennhurst: The Road to Civil Rights for People 
with Disabilities,” a documentary on the Pennhurst State School and Hospital and its closing.

For the Social Justice Research Academy, Amy Laura Cahn will join other faculty, including Michael Nairn 
and Andrew Lamas, for a wide-ranging discussion on the importance of land rights for poor and working people 
and their communities worldwide. Conventional and alternative development strategies for community control of 
land and resources will be explored.  

The Role of Land Rights and Alternative Development Strategies 
in Food Justice Movements and Freedom Struggles 
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• Community Land Trusts
• Resource Trusts
• The Commons
• Enclosure of the Commons
• Homesteading
• Forty Acres and a Mule
• Kibbutzim
• Squatting
• Land Grabbing in Africa

• Urban Gardens and Farms
• MST: Brazil’s Landless Workers’ Movement
• Habitat for Humanity
• Community Supported Agriculture (CSAs)
• Food Cooperatives
• Gleaning and Jubilee
• Alternative Responses to Social Disaster:

Case Study of Post-Katrina New Orleans
• Privatization of Public Lands and more…. 
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Visiting Faculty 

Katera Moore 

Katera Moore is an urban geographer. She has a bachelor’s degree in urban studies and master’s degree in 
environmental studies–both from the University of Pennsylvania.  She is a doctoral candidate in the Earth and 
Environmental Sciences program, with a geography specialization, at the Graduate Center of the City University of 
New York (CUNY).  She is concerned with issues of urban equity and access, and her PhD dissertation focuses on 
environmental justice in postindustrial Philadelphia. She has many years of experience teaching undergraduate 
geography and environmental science courses, and she has also spent more than a decade developing and delivering 
place-based, informal education programming for urban middle school and high school students. 
 For the Social Justice Research Academy, she will partner with Prof. Michael Nairn on a walking tour of Society Hill 
and deliver critical reflections on the history of Philadelphia’s urban development. 

“When we love the earth, we are able to love ourselves more fully.” 

“When the earth is sacred to us, our bodies can also be sacred to us.” 

—bell hooks, “Touching the Earth” 
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Visiting Faculty* 
 

*Faculty from around the world visit Penn during the summer to write, attend conferences, and conduct
research.  The Social Justice Research Academy will draw upon a select group of these distinguished 
faculty to deliver lectures and conduct workshops for the Social Justice Research Academy.  (These 
occasional presentations by Visiting Faculty will supplement the regular programming provided by the 
Penn Faculty teaching team led by Prof. Lamas – see the previous page.) 

Filip Kovacevic, Ph.D. is a professor of political psychology and
leadership studies at the University of Montenegro, in Podgorica, Montenegro, in 
southeastern Europe.  His most recent book in English – Liberating Oedipus?  
Psychoanalysis as Critical Theory – analyzes the thought of Sigmund Freud, Jacques 
Lacan, and Alain Badiou to demonstrate how psychoanalytical theory can join 
political theory in designing alternative political norms and values.   

For the Social Justice Research Academy, Prof. Kovacevic will present a lecture and lead a discussion on: 

Political Street Theater and Youth Activism 

The world renowned philosopher and activist Herbert Marcuse wrote that art and artistic activity have an 
important role to play in changing the unjust socio-political order by challenging the habitual ways of perceiving 
and thinking.  We will examine this insight through a case study of political street theater activism in Montenegro 
(the smallest of the ex-Yugoslav republics), which became independent in 2006.  Interestingly, most of these 
theatrical “performances” were planned and carried out by youth and provided productive “zones of freedom” in 
the generally undemocratic Montenegrin political space.  Using these examples from Montenegro as the starting 
point for our discussion, we will explore the possible ways in which this kind of youth activism might impact 
society – in cities and countries around the world.  Students will be encouraged to share their own experiences 
and to propose their own contributions. 

To prepare for this lecture/discussion, students will read selected excerpts from the following books: 

Herbert Marcuse, An Essay on Liberation (Beacon Press, 1969) 
Reading Assignment:  Preface; Introduction; Chapter 2, "The New Sensibility;" Chapter 4, "Solidarity." 

John Holloway, Crack Capitalism (Pluto, 2010)
Reading Assignment:  Parts I, II, III, IV. 



  

                      

 

 
 
 

Videos on Isaiah Zagar 
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Tour and Seminar with Isaiah Zagar 

at Philadelphia’s Magic Gardens 

Isaiah Zagar is an award-winning mosaic mural artist whose work can be found on more than 100 public walls

throughout Philadelphia and around the world. Born in Philadelphia and raised in Brooklyn, he received his B.F.A. in painting 
and graphics at the Pratt Institute of Art in New York.  When he was nineteen years old, Zagar discovered the folk art 
installations of Clarence Schmidt in Woodstock, New York. Influenced by Schmidt, Picasso, Jean Dubuffet, Kurt Schwitters, 
Antonio Gaudi, Simon Rodia, and Joseph Ferdinand Cheval, he was inspired to include the concepts of untrained artists as 
manifestations of fine art.  

Isaiah Zagar’s artwork is also heavily influenced by many personal relationships and collaborations with  folk and visionary 
artists throughout the world. With his wife/partner Julia Zagar – who runs the Eyes Gallery in Philadelphia, he completed three 
years of Peace Corps service in Peru in the mid-1960s, working with folk artists in the Puno region near Lake Titicaca. Soon after, 
the Zagars settled in Philadelphia and began their lifelong work of fostering creativity and producing public art. Isaiah Zagar has 
completed artist residencies in Tianjin, China and Rajasthan, India, as well as the Kohler Ceramic Factory in Wisconsin.  His work 
is included in the permanent collections of numerous art institutions, including the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Art, and the Hirshhorn Museum in Washington, D.C., and he has received grants for his artistic 
excellence from the National Endowment for the Arts and the Pew Charitable Trusts.  

• In a Dream
• Isaiah Zagar’s Magic Gardens

http://inadreammovie.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WffoaZ4mtjA


Philadelphia's Magic Gardens is a visionary art environment,

gallery, and community arts center that preserves, interprets, and provides access to 

Isaiah Zagar's unique mosaic art and his public murals. The Magic Gardens site, 

Zagar's largest artwork, includes a fully tiled indoor space and a massive outdoor mosaic                 
sculpture garden that spans half a block on Philadelphia's famous South Street. Inside, 

students will view folk art statues, bicycle wheels, colorful glass bottles, Zagar's hand-made tiles, and 
thousands of glittering mirrors.  

The installation invites: 

• creative self-reflection

• critical examination of the urban places

conventionally produced around the globe

• probing questions about why our cities are

not more playful, lively, and just

• imagination, wondering, and utopian

dreaming about .... 

SITE 
VISIT 



Lisa Jo Epstein is a theatre director, educator, and community-based artist.  She is the co-founder
  and Artistic Director of Gas & Electric Arts, an acclaimed theater company 
  in Philadelphia.   Her foray into physical theatre began in Minneapolis at    
  Theatre de la Jeune Lune.   As her interests in intercultural and socially- 

      engaged theatre practices developed, she obtained the Master's and 
  Ph.D. degrees at the University of Texas at Austin.  She then moved to      
  Paris, France, where she served as Ariane Mnouchkine's assistant during 
  the Théâtre du Soleil's creation of Molière's Tartuffe.  While in Paris, she   

also worked at Augusto Boal's Center for the 
 Theatre of the Oppressed.  Prior to returning to

Philadelphia, Lisa Jo was an Assistant Professor of Theatre in the Department of Theatre & Dance at Tulane 
University for seven years where she won awards for teaching and directing, both inside  the university and in 
the community.  In addition to directing theatre productions, she regularly facilitates interactive experiential  
theatre workshops with a variety of populations around issues of identity and empowerment, community,   
and social justice.   
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Visiting Faculty 
 

The Dramatic Praxis of Forum Theatre:      
Self-knowledge, Social Awareness, Critical Imagination, Collective Power, and Wonder 

          In sessions led by Dr. Lisa Jo Epstein, we will have the opportunity to explore the transformative 
ideas of Brazilian educator Paulo Freire and the visionary practices of Brazilian theatre director      
Augusto  Boal.   Students will be immersed in the techniques of Forum Theatre – a revolutionary form 
of participatory theatre which transforms real-life conflicts into invigorating, interactive theatrical 
dialogue.   Experienced by thousands of people in diverse communities throughout the world, Boal's 
dramatic methods have empowered participants to investigate thorny issues, build consensus, and 
rehearse solutions to pressing social problems. 

http://www.gasandelectricarts.org/


Theatre of the Oppressed 
Augusto Boal initiated his innovative experiment in interactive 

theatre in Brazilian favelas in 1971, with 
the objective of enabling social change 
through the democratic practice of 
drama.   His methods are now practiced 
throughout the world by hundreds of 
groups – from peasant collectives to 
urban community coalitions, from 
schools to popular legislative assemblies. 

"Unlike the dogmatic political theatre of the 1960s, which told 
people what to do," Boal said, "we now ask them what they 
want."  In so doing, the power of unscripted and unexpected 
creativity is unleashed.   "Many times we came up with a simple 
idea no one had thought of before."  When the previously 
passive spectators of the audience are invited onto the stage to 
act out their real-life problems, they become what Boal called 
"spect-actors" – empowered agents who invent and develop 
strategies for personal and social change. 

The realization of democratic power requires the practice  
of democracy; however, many people live and work in conditions 
hostile to democracy.  The Theatre of the Oppressed (TO) 
enables people to rehearse and engage in dramatic 
performances for personal and social transformation.   

dialectic 
not 
didactic 
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Visiting Faculty 

Adnan Selimović is a Ph.D. candidate at York University’s Graduate Program in
Social and Political Thought in Toronto, Canada.  He has recently moved to New York City 
for his dissertation research on youth empowerment and contemporary society.  His 
dissertation research concerns the impact of the technological turn in consumer culture 
on the socialization of youth in the United States.  From a recent introduction: 

I am deeply committed to working with young people to counter the compounding 
pressures of economized indoctrination of all sorts. I was born in the former Yugoslavia 
and spent much of my young childhood under conditions of displacement, first in a refugee camp in Turkey and then 
as an immigrant to the United States. This dislocation has fostered a sensitivity to social dynamics and the depth of 
the challenge to belong, which I have channeled into my work with young people to de-normalize their socialization 
and social conditions. 

He is the author of several publications, including: "Rethinking Childhood Subjectivity: The Psycho-Politics of Socialization, 
Private-Language Formation, and the Case of Bosnian Youth," International Education, Volume 39, Issue (2). 

Youth and Politics of Their Own 
Two sessions have been organized in cooperation with Adnan Selimović to explore the depths of the following question: 

What does politics mean for youth if we define it on their own terms? 

In the first session, we will situate the contemporary experience of youth in the numerous dimensions of human 
experience: institutional, social, economic, and psychological. The familiar experience of Facebook will serve as a way into and 
across the different dimensions of economic, psycho-social, and cultural situations of young people. In the second session, we 
will focus on the initial question by attempting to imagine youth as a social class and think through the ramifications. 

The general idea is to frame the lives of youth in political economic, historical, as well as intergenerational and psycho- 
social dimensions. Facebook will serve us as a prime example that will tie all of these together.  We will consider the relevance   
of the following four political values in a way to bring to the surface the serious questions facing youth as a generation under 
consumer capitalism: autonomy, dignity, responsibility, solidarity. 

To prepare for this discussion, students should read the following: 

David Cooper, "On Being Born into a Family," Death of the Family, New York: Random House, 2000, pp. 3-27.  
[Introducing ideology and the family as a social institution.] 
Edgar Z. Friedenberg, "The Image of the Adolescent Minority," Dignity of Youth & Other Atavisms, Boston: Beacon Press, 1965, pp. 66-78.  
[Considering youth as class.] 
Ivan Illich, "Ritualization of Progress" [Chapter 3], Deschooling Society, New York: Harper & Row, 1971, pp. 49-74.  
[Connecting dominant political economy and reigns of meaning.] 
Bernard Stiegler, "Destruction of the Juvenile Psychic Apparatus" [Chapter 1], Taking Care of Youth and the Generations, Stephen Barker, trans., 
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2010, pp. 1-16.  [Framing Facebook as a psychotechnology to discuss consumer culture as directing socialization.] 
Adnan Selimović, Youth as Class: Returning to the Politics of Human Ingenuity, [unpublished manuscript], 2012, pp. 1-5.  
[Critiquing OWS, raising questions about historical ideologies and the price that young people are forced to pay time and again in order to lay claim to a voice 
within the recognized bounds of politics.] 



Visiting Faculty 
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Zohra Ahmed, who has worked with the Center for Constitutional
Rights and the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) Center for Democracy, 
is a member of the Pakistan Solidarity Network and a noted activist with a 
critical analysis of the use of drone technology by the US government in 
Pakistan and elsewhere. She has a BA in economics from the University of 
Pennsylvania and a JD from Fordham University School of Law. 

Drones in Pakistan and the USA: 
Militarization and Human Rights 

This session will focus on issues at the intersection of new technologies, privacy, terrorism, 
empire, freedom, security, and human rights. In particular, Zohra Ahmed will offer a presentation on 
drones (unmanned aerial vehicles – UAVs) and the US drone strikes in Pakistan. She will assess 
domestic and international debates about drones, and she will describe the reality endured by victims 
on the ground. Together, we will consider: (a) the morality and legality of drone strikes, (b) whether 
the military campaign of drone strikes creates peace or instability, (c) how the mainstream media and 
conventional political discourse define violence, and (d) other significant issues that arise in the 
course of our deliberations. 
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Visiting Faculty 

Cassidy Regan is a member of the Civilian-Soldier Alliance, an 
organization of civilians working with veterans and active-duty service 
members to support the GI resistance movement. She previously served as 
the Kenya Project Associate with the Friends Committee on National 
Legislation in Washington, D.C., where she worked in partnership with 
Kenyan Quakers to advocate in support of nonviolent conflict 
transformation and against US militarism in East Africa. She is also an active 
member of the Coalition of Immokalee Workers’ Campaign for Fair Food. 
She holds a BA from the University of Pennsylvania. 
 

 

 

http://www.civsol.org/
http://fcnl.org/
http://fcnl.org/
http://www.avpkenya.org/;%20http:/kenyanelections2013.org/
http://ciw-online.org/about/


SSOOCCIIAALL  JJUUSSTTIICCEE  RREESSEEAARRCCHH  AACCAADDEEMMYY

Visiting Faculty 
 

For the Social Justice Research Academy, Prof. Andrew Lamas will present an optional lecture and 
facilitate a discussion on: 

Addressing Poverty through Microfinance: Promise and Perils 

Students will learn about microfinance and have an opportunity to assess the conflicting views about its 
potential and its problems as a poverty-reduction, asset-building strategy for the entrepreneurial poor.   

To prepare for this lecture/discussion, students will read selected academic journal articles and watch 
excerpts from two documentary films on Uttaran, a microfinance organization in Bangladesh.   

Linshuang Lu is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Penn's Wharton School
and a consultant with Praxis Consulting Group.   At Penn, Lu teaches 
graduate-level courses in  Accounting for Asset Development as well as 
Economic and Financial Foundations of Social Policy.  She has expertise in 
finance, accounting, organizational development, non-profit organizations, 
and employee owned enterprises.   

For the Social Justice Research Academy, Linshuang Lu will present a lecture, lead an optional workshop, 
and facilitate a discussion on: 

The Role of Finance in  Social Justice 

Considerations of social justice issues often ignore the financial dimension.  Why?  Many people lack the 
skills to undertake financial analysis.  Through her lecture and workshop, Lu will introduce students to financial 
analysis and help them learn to read financial statements (balance sheet, income statement, and statement of 
cash flows).   Students will learn to compare the mission statement of an organization to its financial statements; 
interesting contradictions are often revealed.  Numerous case studies will be examined.   

JU$TICE

http://www.praxiscg.com/


Javier Garcia Hernandez is the president of the board of
directors of JUNTOS, a Latino immigrant rights organization in Philadelphia. 
Originally from Mexico, he also works as an organizer for PHILAPOSH, which 
seeks to promote safe and healthy workplaces and to protect and extend the 
rights of injured workers. 

    SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH

Site 
Visit 

Global Migration, Immigration Rights, and Youth Activism 
For the Social Justice Research Academy, Javier Garcia Hernandez will join Penn faculty, including Michael 

Nairn and Andrew Lamas, for a wide-ranging discussion on the history of human migration, immigration law, 
theories of citizenship, experiences of belonging and of exclusion, and human rights. Our site visit to the offices of 
JUNTOS will feature discussions with Latino youth activists, particularly those who have been involved in recent 
organizing campaigns to promote state and federal Dream Act legislation in the USA. 

http://www.vamosjuntos.org/
http://www.philaposh.org/


as a social justice issue. 

Immigration 

Domenic Vitiello is an Assistant Professor of City & Regional Planning at
University of Pennsylvania's School of Design. Trained as a planner and historian, his  current 
research examines community development in immigrant communities and the connections 
between urban agriculture and food security.  He is authoring a book comparing community 
development in the Puerto Rican, Chinese, Southeast Asian, Korean, African, Arab, and Mexican 
communities of Philadelphia. He helps lead the Philadelphia Migration Project, a research 
initiative with colleagues in Penn's Schools of Arts and Sciences, Social Policy, and Education, 
supported by the Penn Institute for Urban Research.  More Information. 

http://www.history.upenn.edu/philamigrationproject/
http://www.design.upenn.edu/people/vitiello_domenic


    SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH

The Challenges and Contradictions of Gentrification: 
Urban Development & “No Alternatives” Capitalism 

   For the Social Justice Research Academy, Rapheal Randall and Jeremy Levenson will be our guides in Philadelphia’s  
Point Breeze, a rapidly gentrifying community—where  neighbors are deeply divided about what kinds of economic 
development are right and just.  These two Penn alumni are intimately familiar with the neighborhood (and its 
contradictions) because they have been community residents and members of the Point Breeze Organizing 
Committee.  For years, they have studied planning, community development, and processes of urbanization.   Now 
they will join with Penn faculty, including Michael Nairn and Andrew Lamas, as well as other neighborhood 
residents to address a number of significant questions, such as: 

• How do dynamics of race and class intersect with issues of ownership and development?
• What are the sources of power in a community, and how are they mobilized in support of competing visions

for a thriving, peaceful, and prosperous community?

•Who has a right to the city?

Site 
Visit 

Jeremy Levenson 

Rapheal Randall 



MMP ON THE WEB 
MMP YouTube 
MMPTV Vimeo 
Radio Unidad 

Labor Justice Radio 

A Site Visit to the Media Mobilizing Project: 
Youth Activism and New Social Media 

http://www.youtube.com/media4movements
http://vimeo.com/mmptv
http://vimeo.com/mmptv
http://unidad.podomatic.com/
http://unidad.podomatic.com/
http://laborjusticeradio.podomatic.com/
http://laborjusticeradio.podomatic.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sexuality, Politics, and the Arts:                                                                                              
What Does a Gay Cabaret, Judy Garland, High Heels, and Bearded Ladies                       

(and, oh yes, a Seder) Have to Do with Social Justice? 

… and a post-show discussion with the actors, musicians, and a Penn professor just for the students in the Social Justice Research Academy. 



 
Community Organizing:             
Skills Training Workshop 

                                     SOCIAL JUSTICE RESEARCH

 

Andres                                      
Freire  

is a caseworker with Philadelphia FIGHT, a 
comprehensive AIDS service organization 
and an associate consultant with In the 
Public Interest, providing support for 
organizing with research, analysis and 
leadership development. He has been 
involved in organizing in Philadelphia and 
Bogota. He has a BA from Swarthmore 
College. 
 

 

 

 

Community Organizing:                                                      
Building Power for Change 

The long history of community organizing in the Americas and around the world is 
characterized by a wide range of philosophies, methods, strategies, and tactics. The 
fundamental skills of one effective approach to this work include:  

 
• relational networking and storytelling 
• understanding power and self-interest 
• research  
• action, negotiation, and reflection 

 

 

                                 Steve  
Honeyman  

 
is the founder of IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST, a 
consulting firm dedicated to strengthening 
nonprofits and providing organizing assistance 
and leadership development. He has been a 
professional community organizer for more than 
30 years, and he serves as a trustee of the Douty 
Foundation. He has organized with faith 
institutions and labor unions and assisted in 
creating youth organizations, immigrant business 
associations, and parent groups around public 
education. He has a BA from Temple University 
and an MA from the University of Missouri School 
of Journalism. 
 

 

 

http://www.doutyfoundation.org/
http://www.doutyfoundation.org/


… walking   the colonial streets

of the 

the 

 

   in      I 

City of Brotherly   
(and Sisterly) 

… in the footsteps of …



William Penn 
Benjamin Franklin 

Thomas Paine 
Thomas Jefferson 
George Washington 
James Madison 

but also 
Henry "Box" Brown 
Absal om Jones 
Ri chard Allen 
Lucreti a Mott 
Anna Di cki nson 
G.W.F. Hegel 
Friedrich Engels 
Si gmund Freud 
Marti n Del any 
Frederick Dougl ass 
Franci s Ellen Watki ns Harper 
W.E.B. DuBois 
Marti n Buber 
Langston Hughes 
Al ai n Locke 
Kwame Nkrumah 
B. R. Ambedkar 
Erich Fromm 
Herbert Marcuse 
Paul o Freire 
Pabl o Neruda 
Che Guevara 
Ivan Illich 
Henri Lefebvre 
Frantz Fanon 
Audre Lorde 
Angel a Davi s 
John Col trane 
bell hooks 
Maggi e Kuhn 
Ed Sparer 
Arundhati Roy 
Eli jah Anderson 
Peter Singer 
Edward Sai d 
Toni Morrison 
Cornel West  
Mi chelle Fine 
Vandana Shi va 
Howard  Zi nn 
Sl avoj Zi zek 

Noam Chomsky  … and many more



 

  

                      

"To You" 
To sit and dream, to sit and read,  
To sit and learn about the world 
Outside our world of here and now – 
Our problem world –  
To dream of vast horizons of the soul 
Through dreams made whole, 
Unfettered, free--- help me! 
All you who are dreamers too,      
Help me to make 
Our world anew. 
I reach out my dreams to you. 

-- Langston Hughes 

 My soul has grown deep like the rivers.2

I bathed in the Euphrates when dawns were young. 
I   danced in the Nile when I was old 
I built my hut near the Congo and it lulled me to sleep. 
I looked upon the Nile and raised the pyramids above it. 
I heard the singing of the Mississippi when Abe Lincoln 

went down to New Orleans, and I've seen its muddy 
bosom turn all golden in the sunset. 

2 Langston Hughes, "The Negro Speaks of Rivers," First published in Crisis (June 1921), p. 17. Included in The New Negro (1925), The Weary Blues,
Langston Hughes Reader, and Selected Poems. In The Weary Blues, the poem is dedicated to W. E. B. Du Bois. The dedication does not appear in    
later printings of the poem. Hughes's first and last published poems appeared in The Crisis; more of his poems were published in The Crisis than       
in any other journal. Rampesad, Arnold & Roessel, David (2002). In The Collected Poems of Langston Hughes. p. 23 & p. 620, Knopf. 

Reading Intensive …

  Students in the Social Justice Research Academy will have the opportunity to read classic and     
contemporary works on social justice across a wide range of disciplines and from a diverse list of great  
authors.  Required readings will be supplemented with recommended readings in each student's specific 
areas of interest.  The reading load will be heavy but manageable. 



  

 
 

Penn's sixteen campus libraries constitute one of the world's greatest library systems, featuring rare,  
historic,  one- of-a-kind archival documents and reference librarians who are scholarly professionals in a wide  
range of disciplines and information technologies as well as cutting-edge digital resources and digital media  
labs for 21st century research.  Students in the Social Justice Research Academy will gain information technology 
skills, enhance their digital media literacy, and hone their digital media skills through hands-on training sessions   
and project assignments in digital design, digital media, and related information and research technologies.  

Library Intensive …



      “Human existence cannot be silent, 
nor can it be nourished by false words, 
but only by true words, with which 
humans transform the world.  To exist 
humanly, is to name the world, to  

change  it. Once named, the world in its turn reappears to 
the namers as a problem and requires of them a new 
naming. Humans are not built in silence, but in word, in 
work, in action-reflection.” 

– Paulo Freire

Experientially Intensive …

Learn by doing! 
The Social Justice Research Academy is committed to the pedagogy of action-reflection.  Whether 

students are in the classroom  studying theories of economic justice, in the fields of a community-owned 
urban farm harvesting wise words from elderly neighbors who marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, or  
in the digital media lab working with a documentary filmmaker, the faculty will be focused on promoting  
student engagement – through intensive discussion, small-group activities, project-based learning, and  
critical  reflection.  



Intellectually Intensive …

The Social Justice Research Academy's course of study is designed to encourage students to think for themselves 
about things that matter.  Students will be provided with tools, methods, and frameworks for constructing their own 
learning plans and political commitments as regards matters such as freedom and justice.   As students articulate their own 
developing commitments, faculty will initiate dialogues to promote critical self-examination. 

Students will be encouraged – in the best traditions of the liberal arts and sciences – to become critically 
conscious of their own intellectual agendas as they undertake the readings, assignments, discussions, workshops, 
and site visits of the Social Justice Research Academy. 

What is an intellectual agenda?  An intellectual agenda is a set of questions and concerns – perhaps 
informed by an overarching set of values or aspirations or revealed by a constellation of more specific intellectual 
projects – which a student brings to a course of study or an area of inquiry.   

 

Your intellectual agenda may be informed by your own sense of who

you are, your most important values, your most precious interests, your understanding of the moral community,  
what constituencies or places matter most to you, ... or something altogether different.  Another way of putting it 
would be to ask yourself: 

• "Why am I interested in this course of study?" 
• "What are my most important questions?"
• "What is my theory of social change?" 
• "What do I need to understand in order to do what I next plan to do?"

When confronting course material in the Social Justice Research Academy, each student will be encouraged to 
become critically conscious of her/his own intellectual agenda and to ask: 

• "How does this material – right here in front of me – help me to address
the issues about which I care the most?" 

With an explicit intellectual agenda, you will generate your own reasons, questions, ideas, and 
objectives. This means that some of the course material may be more helpful to you, while you may find other course 
material less engaging. In my view, this is as it should be.  Your classmates – with different intellectual agendas – may 
respond to the material in different ways.   Instead of being consumed, overwhelmed, or led by the course (and its 
faculty), you will find yourself interacting – on your own terms – with the various elements of the course.   

Instead of consuming the course, you will be producing the course you need – as you 
see it – at this moment in your life.  By your labor and commitment, the course becomes 

your course – but not only yours – because we (students and faculty alike) are making this course together:
we each bring our own intellectual agendas to the table; through our complicated but committed relations, we dance 
and wrestle with each other and  – perhaps through a critical commitment to one another – we create something 
generative … an intellectual community – that is ours together (but not only for us).  Let's call this a critical pedagogy 
of relating to – and caring for – one another … and the wider world of which we are a part.

Not surprisingly, with all this relational interaction and critical inquiry, intellectual agendas may become 
unsettled. The solid ground beneath your feet may appear to move.   You may even begin to spin or shake! * At  
times, for any of us, this may be disconcerting.   But remember: 

Socrates did not say, "Be happy."  He said, "Know thyself."
Please know the faculty will make every effort to remind the students of the joy that so many have found amidst  
the struggle to know, to change, to relate, and to overcome. (Laughing together will be a primary program objective!) 

    __________________ 
*Yes, you will read about Rumi and the Quakers.  (That could be the name of a rock band!) 



 

Course Materials 

Required Readings 
   A package of required textbooks is available for purchase at: 

Penn Book Center 
130 S. 34th Street  (at the corner of 34th and Sansom Streets), Philadelphia, PA 19104 

Monday - Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.  /  Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  /  Sunday: CLOSED 
tel: 215-222-7600  

1. Voltaire, Candide (New York: Dover Publications [Dover Thrift Editions], 1991).

2. John Berger, Ways of Seeing (London: BBC and Penguin Books, 1972).

3. Mark O'Brien, When Adam Delved and Eve Span: A History of the Peasant Revolt of 1381
(Gretton, Cheltenham, ENGLAND: New Clarion  Press, 2004).. 

4. Herbert Marcuse, An Essay on Liberation (Boston: Beacon Press, 1969). 

5. John Holloway, Crack Capitalism (London: Pluto Press, 2010).

6. Vandana Shiva, Earth Democracy: Justice, Sustainability, and Peace (Boston: South End Press, 2005).

7. Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities (San Diego, New York & London: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1974).

• A bundle of additional materials – including articles, images, and videos from a wide range of sources –
has been prepared for the students in the Social Justice Research Academy.                                              

These materials will be distributed – at no extra charge – at our first class meeting.

Note: Online versions of the books by Voltaire and O'Brien will be provided to students by email prior to their 
arrival at the University of Pennsylavnia, so students do not need to purchase these two books at the bookstore.

http://www.pennbookcenter.com/


 
Here is an example of a reading assignment (an excerpt from a scholarly article) that will be discussed in a morning lecture 
session, followed by a walking tour of the Independence Mall  (featuring the Liberty Bell, and the sites where the Declaration 
of Independence was drafted and signed, where the U.S. Constitution was debated and established, and where the first U.S. 
President George Washington lived -- with his slaves).    

USTICE OCCUPIES a special place in the pantheon of virtues.  For the 
ancients, it was often conceived as the master  virtue, the one that orders all 
the others. For Plato, justice had exactly this overarching  status.  A just  
individual,  he  tells us  in  The Republic, is one in whom  the three  parts  of 
 

J
the soul — reason,  spirit, appetite — and  the three  virtues associated with 
them — wisdom, courage, moderation — stand in the right relation to one 
another.  Justice in the city is precisely analogous.  In the just city, each class 
exercises its own distinctive virtue by performing the task suitable for its nature, 
and none interferes  with the others. The wise and rational part does the ruling, 
the brave and spirited part does the soldiering,  and the rest, those lacking special 
spirit or intelligence but capable of moderation,  do the farming  and the manual  
labouring.  Justice is the harmonious balance among these constituent 

elements.1 

Most modern  philosophers have rejected the specifics of Plato’s view. Almost no 
one today believes that the just city is one that is rigidly stratified with a 
permanent ruling  class, a permanent military class and a permanent working 
class, whose lives differ from one another in major respects. Yet many 
philosophers have retained  Plato’s idea that justice is not simply one virtue 
among  others,  but enjoys a special status  as the master  or meta virtue. A 
version of this conception  informed  John Rawls’s celebrated book, A Theory of 
Justice, in which he claimed that ‘Justice is the first virtue of social institutions, 

as truth is of systems of thought’.2  By this he did not mean that justice is the 
highest virtue, but rather that it is the fundamental one, the one that secures 
the basis for developing all of the rest. In principle, social arrangements can 
display …. 

NANCY FRASER 

ON JUSTICE 
Lessons from Plato, Rawls and Ishiguro 

New Left Review, 74 March/April 2012, p. 41. 
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“Justice in the life and conduct of the State is possible only 
as first it resides in the hearts and souls of the citizens.”  

̶  Plato 

“It is justice, not charity,  
that is wanting in the world.” 

̶   Mary Wollstonecraft 

“Justice denied anywhere   
diminishes justice everywhere.” 

̶  Martin Luther King, Jr. 

  “From each, according to his ability; 
  to each, according to his need.”  

̶  Karl Marx 

Students will have the opportunity to examine and criticize theories of -- and struggles for -- justice across global 
space (from every continent), historical time (from ancient societies to the present), and political perspectives. 
 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/justice_denied_anywhere_diminishes_justice/146472.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/justice_denied_anywhere_diminishes_justice/146472.html


   子貢問曰：“有一言而可以終身行之？” 

   子曰：“其恕乎！己所不欲、勿施於.” 

                

 

̶  Confucius 
"Master Kong" (孔子, Kǒngzǐ)  Analects XV.24, tr. David Hinton  

Above Images: Analects of Confucius; Zhang Huan (artist), Q Confucius, Rockbund Art Museum, Shanghai, CHINA.  

Students will have the opportunity to examine and criticize theories of -- and struggles for -- justice across global 
space (from every continent), historical time (from ancient societies to the present), and political perspectives. 
 

Zi Gong [a disciple] asked: "Is there any one word
that could guide a person throughout life?" 

The Master replied: "How about 'reciprocity'!
Never impose on others what you would not choose for yourself." 
 

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E5%AD%94
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E5%AD%94


 
 

 
 
 

“Sometimes people hold a core belief that is very strong. When they are presented with evidence 
that works against that belief, the new evidence cannot be accepted. It would create a feeling that 
is extremely uncomfortable, called cognitive dissonance. And because it is so important to protect 
the core belief, they will rationalize, ignore and even deny anything that doesn't fit in with the 
core belief.” 
 

Students will have the opportunity to examine and criticize theories of -- and struggles for -- justice across global 
space (from every continent), historical time (from ancient societies to the present), and political perspectives. 
 

“Each generation must discover its mission, fulfill it or betray it, in relative opacity.” 
 

“Imperialism leaves behind germs of rot which we must clinically detect and remove from our land 
but from our minds as well.”  

“The basic confrontation which seemed to be colonialism versus anti-colonialism, indeed 
capitalism versus socialism, is already losing its importance. What matters today, the issue which 
blocks the horizon, is the need for a redistribution of wealth. Humanity will have to address this 
question, no matter how devastating the consequences may be.”  
 

“The oppressed will always believe the worst about themselves.” 
 

“Everything can be explained to the people, 
on the single condition that you want them to understand.” 

 

“ô mon corps, fait toujours de moi un homme qui s'interroge.” 

“We believe that an individual must endeavor to assume the universalism inherent in the human condition.” 

  “In the world through which I travel, I am endlessly creating myself.” 

“He who is reluctant to recognize me opposes me.” 



 “The Great Refusal takes a variety of forms.” 
 —Herbert Marcuse

Students will have the opportunity to examine and criticize theories of -- and struggles for -- justice across global 
space (from every continent), historical time (from ancient societies to the present), and political perspectives. 

“We have to talk about liberating minds, 
as well as liberating society.”

  —Angela Y. Davis 

“Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, 
it is time to pause and reflect.”

—Mark Twain

“There must exist a paradigm, a practical model for     
social change that includes an understanding of ways 
to transform consciousness that are linked to efforts  
to transform structures.”  

—bell hooks



“The master's tools will never dismantle the master's house.” 
̶  Audre Lorde 

“For a successful revolution it is not enough that there is 
discontent. What is required is a profound and thorough 
conviction of the justice, necessity and importance of  
political and social rights.” 

̶  B. R. Ambedkar 

“This is our new world – where there is no distinction 
between political and personal any more.” 

̶  C. L. R. James  

“To love. To be loved.  To never forget your own insignificance. To never 
get used to the unspeakable violence and the vulgar disparity of life 
around you.  To seek joy in the saddest places.  To pursue beauty to its 
lair. To never simplify what is complicated or complicate what is simple. 
To respect strength, never power.  Above all, to watch. To try and  
understand.   To never look away.  And never, never, to forget.” 

̶  Arundhati Roy  

Students will have the opportunity to examine and criticize theories of -- and struggles for -- justice across global 
space (from every continent), historical time (from ancient societies to the present), and political perspectives. 



Students will have the opportunity to examine and criticize theories of -- and struggles for -- justice across global 
space (from every continent), historical time (from ancient societies to the present), and political perspectives. 
 

Tahrir Square 
Cairo, EGYPT 

Image: Reuters/BBC, February 11, 2011. 
 

Image: Une barricade de la Commune de Paris, le 18 mars 1871, 
Hachette Biblio College, Les Miserables. 

2011 

Paris Commune, 1871 Wisconsin, 2011

Image: Takeover of Capitol Building in Madison, Wisconsin, 
2011 2011



 

PROTEST by kissing!
cuts to public education  

On Wednesday, July 6, 2011, more than 500 high school and college students gathered in the

Plaza de Armas in Santiago, Chile toshow their passion 
for education ….

Are such protests 

silly 

or 

significant 

? 



Massive Bombing 
A student is hit by a 
water balloon during      
a massive water fight 
staged by students        
in Valparaiso, Chile,         
on July 27, 2011 …        
to protest (what they 
called) the government's 
"massive bombing" of 
education.     

Image: Reuters/Cryptome 

Led by students demanding affordable, high quality 
education, hundreds of thousands of people took to 
the streets in Chile in 2011.  This student was part of a 
carnival-themed protest in Santiago on July 12, 2011. 

   Image: Reuters 

PROTEST 
AS 

CARNIVAL 



Occupy Europe: How a generation                    
went from indifferent to indignant 
Occupy Europe? From Madrid to Athens, young people                                 
facing a bleak future are casting doubt on European identity. 

By Robert Marquand, Staff writer / Madrid / October 29, 2011 

The most significant current youth movement in Europe started with a tweet on Justin Bieber, the boyish Canadian 
crooner. On May 15, following a rally against education cuts at Madrid's main square, a cluster of 40 students stayed on, 
talking into the night. Spain, like Greece and Italy, faces huge public deficits. The government has been cutting outlays     
for basic services like schools, health care, and social welfare. While college attendance in Spain is a success story, youth 
unemployment has risen to a horrific 44 percent. 

So on Puerta del Sol square, the kids were hashing it 
out. They wanted to bed down on the square, but the 
police had other ideas. About 4 a.m., the police 
pushed the makeshift campers off. A month before, 
students had slept there to buy tickets to a Bieber 
concert. No one is sure who sent the first "Bieber 
tweet," but it went instantly viral: "We can sleep on 
the square for Bieber tickets, but not to discuss our 
future." 

The tweet distilled perfectly frustrations among youth 
that Europe, Spain, their politicians, the banks, the 
system, their lives – all are in trouble and need to 
change. The Zapatero government, like governments 
across Europe, hews to a neoliberal model that 
stresses cutting deficits and using taxes to shore up 

banks. But it has said little about how to spur growth. Austerity is seen as the predominant answer to spiraling debt costs. 
But this offers no solace to an educated but unemployed generation that says it wants both work and meaning in life. 

Yet some Rubicon was crossed on May 15. A Twitter call brought hundreds of youth to the square. The next day more 
than 1,000 came. By the end of the week 30,000 people, most of them young, had organized a system of tent camps, 
started seminars and teach-ins, and begun building a social networking site. "Yes, we camp," they coyly said. Their 
moniker became indignados, or the outraged. 

Today, their idea has spread across southern Europe to Rome and Athens and the far corners of Spanish cyberspace, 
where the group has 70,000 participants. They are part of an increasingly global movement of young people that, while 
not directly connected, share some of the same frustrations over the inability of economies to create jobs, and the 
indifference of politicians or their impotence to do anything about it. 

The youth of Puerta del Sol have taken some of their inspiration from the youth of the Arab Spring. Both groups have directly 
inspired young members of the "Occupy Wall Street" protests in America. Indeed, from Latin America to the Middle East to China, 
the issue of jobless youth has become a worrisome global trend – what one British minister calls a "ticking time bomb." 

Yet each of these revolts is also rooted in its own grievances, with consequences that will be similarly singular. Few are more 
important than the growing restiveness of Europe's young masses, both because of the size and breadth of the protests and because 
they come at a time when Europe's finances  – and collective identity – is increasingly fragile. 

We will think critically           
about how historians        
have represented the past     
and about how journalists  
cover contemporary events  
– such as the global protests
by youth and others in 2011.   

Take a look at this story. 

   Demonstrators protest against collective bargaining reforms in front of Spain's labour ministry in Madrid in June.  Image: Andrea Comas/Reuters 

http://www.csmonitor.com/tags/topic/Europe
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2012/0516/Spain-s-Indignados-The-original-Occupy-reemerges-with-force
http://www.csmonitor.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/var/ezflow_site/storage/images/media/images/1027-europe-protests/10881695-1-eng-US/1027-europe-protests_full_600.jpg


In the dark times, 
will there be singing? 

Yes, there will be singing 
about the dark times. 

-- Bertolt Brecht

Above Image:  "This image … was taken during the war in 1992 in Sarajevo in the partially destroyed National Library. The cello player is local musician Vedran Smailović, 
who often came to play for free at different funerals during the siege despite the fact that funerals were often targeted by Serb forces."  -- Mikhail Evstafiev 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Vedran_Smailovi%C4%87
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Evstafiev


 SSOOCCIIAALL  JJUUSSTTIICCEE  RREESSEEAARRCCHH  AACCAADDEEMMYY  

     Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Is there a dress code?
No.  Students are urged to wear comfortable shoes, particularly on the days
when we go on walking tours and site visits.  Please note that the temperature in
Philadelphia during July – our hottest month – typically ranges from 87°F / 31°C
(average high) and 69°F / 21°C (average low).  Average rainfall during July is
4.35 inches / 100.5 mm.

2. What is the language of instruction?
  English is the primary language of instruction; however, the faculty are familiar  
  with a broad range of languages and value diverse languages and cultures as  
  significant bearers of historical memory and contemporary resources of knowledge. 

3. How intense and stressful is the program?
The program is serious in the sense that the issues being discussed are significant,
and the faculty assumes that the students are committed to and capable of intensive
engagement with the issues.  Life is stressful enough as it is; this summer program is
not designed to be stressful, but rather challenging, engaging, even exhilarating.  As
students from many different countries, cultures, and backgrounds come together to
join our learning community, we expect the students will read, hear, and otherwise
encounter some ideas which may be new or which may not be a part of conventional
discourse in their families, schools, and communities.  The faculty and staff are
committed to providing a safe, warm, and supportive environment for an enriching
and transformative educational experience.

4. How should students prepare for each day of the program?
  As regards day-to-day preparation, the faculty advises students to study closely  
  the assigned readings and other materials for each class.  Think about the varying  
  historical and other contexts of each author's work.  Identify the conversations,  
  movements, and struggles of which each reading is a part.  Be mindful of what  
  matters to you, of your own commitments, of the pressing issues of our time, and 
  of your own current positions and understandings regarding the issues that seem  
  to be at stake in the readings.   



   In other words, become critically conscious of your own intellectual agenda.  Try  
   to set up a conversation (or, if you prefer, an argument) with the authors whose  
   work you encounter.  Take notes on the work and also record your own thoughts  
   and insights as you read.  Underline or otherwise mark portions of the readings  
   that you find especially interesting.  Be ready to share these selections and  
   reflections in class.  When possible, find someone (e.g., a classmate, a faculty  
   member) and discuss what you have read before coming to class.  Develop your  
   own questions about the readings, site visits, and other program experiences.   
   Think about the traits of a really good question.  Bring these questions to class,  
   so they may be addressed in our class discussions.  Notice the ways in which the  
   authors – and your fellow students and the Penn Faculty – express themselves  
   and articulate their views.  Think about the ways in which their styles, methods,  
   and choices compare and contrast with your own.   (Follow the same process in  
   your consideration of the assigned videos, images, and other materials.)  Note: If  
   you do not want to prepare for class in this way, then use some other method ...  
   that will enable you to participate at a high level of critical and creative intellectual 
   engagement. 

5. What do students need to know about taking notes and doing assignments?

• Students should have one notebook, a folder (for storing handouts),
and pens or pencils.  Students should bring these items to every class
and field trip.  Students are advised to bring a book bag or knapsack
(to carry these items as well as a bottle of water and a snack).

• Some assignments will require access to a laptop computer.  If you 
have a laptop, then we advise you to bring it with you to Penn.  If 
you do not have a laptop, one will be provided for you for use 
exclusively in Van Pelt Library.

• Some assignments may require access to a digital camera and a 
digital video camera.  If you have such devices (or a Smartphone with 
photo/video capabilities), then you may bring them with you to Penn. 
If you do not have such devices, they will be provided for you when 
doing assignments.



6. What are the learning guidelines of the program?
Three learning objectives have guided the faculty's development of the Social Justice
Research Academy:

• The lectures, site visits, readings, assignments, projects, and
other activities are designed to engage the students in learning.

• The faculty's day-to-day interactions with the students will be
pedagogically contextualized  ̶  by acknowledging who the
students are, what they know, and what concerns them.

• The program  ̶  designed to welcome and encourage a diverse
set of students with a diversity of backgrounds and views ̶
is guided by the inclusive learning and teaching commitments
of the faculty.

7. How will specific learning objectives be established?
  Every student is unique.  Students have different backgrounds, identities, interests, 
  strengths, weaknesses, learning styles, and life goals.  Learning objectives for each  
  student will be developed during the first few days of the program.  Students who  
  would prefer to establish specific learning objectives prior to the program's  
  commencement are warmly welcomed to contact the Program Director so that  
  appropriate arrangements might be made to communicate by email, telephone,  
  or Skype before the program commences. 

8. How will progress on learning objectives be measured?
  In this summer program, tests will not be administered.  Faculty will meet with  
  students on a regular basis to provide encouragement, support, and resources to 
  enable students to take advantage of all that the program offers. 

9. Are there any grades?
  No. 

10. Will students and their assignments be evaluated?
The faculty will provide students with regular feedback on their work and on their
academic progress during the program.  At the end of the program, written
evaluation will be provided for each student upon request.



11. Is the program schedule set in stone?
Significant planning has been done to ensure a thoughtful assortment and flow of
morning and afternoon activities – from lectures and discussions to walking tours
and site visits – during each week of the month-long program.  Changes may be
made to the program schedule for several reasons (e.g., a walking tour may be
postponed from one day to another due to rain).  More significantly, as the faculty
are committed to being responsive to the interests of the particular group of
students who assemble for this summer's program, adjustments may be made to
the program schedule and assignments in order to meet the needs and interests
of the students.

12. What are the tuition and other charges for the program?  Is financial aid
available?
Information about tuition and other charges is available at the following link:
PENN SUMMER HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS TUITION & FEES.  Financial aid is not available for
Penn's Summer Academies.

13. What is the Penn Summer Scholars Program?
A small number of tuition-free scholarships are available for the Social Justice
Research Academy.   To be eligible to apply for these scholarships, applicants must
be academically exceptional students in public and charter high schools in Philadelphia
and also meet other criteria as described at the following link:
PENN SUMMER SCHOLARS PROGRAM.  A limited number of these applicants may be invited
to participate in interviews.  Students who are awarded scholarships will be informed
in May or June prior to the commencement of the Social Justice Research Academy.

14. If you have additional questions, visit these links:
PENN SUMMER ACADEMIES and Penn Summer FAQs

http://www.sas.upenn.edu/summer/programs/highschool/tuition
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/summer/programs/highschool/summerscholars
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/summer/programs/highschool/academies#art
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/summer/programs/highschool/faq


SUMMARY OF ACADEMIC SCHEDULE 

Social Justice Research Academy: July 2013 University of Pennsylvania
Week 1 Monday, 1 Tuesday, 2 Wednesday, 3 Thursday, 4 Friday, 5

am:
How to Be(come) a Critical Intellectual? 

Andrew Lamas
Ideologies & Critical Reason                 

Andrew Lamas

Ways of Seeing the City
< Walking Tour: Society Hill >                                                                   
Michael Nairn and Katera Moore

INDEPENDENCE DAY 
Holiday Activities

Ways of Seeing the City
< Walking Tour: North Philadelphia >

Michael Nairn

LUNCH

pm:
 Developing Your Own Intellectual Agenda      

& Our Own Intellectual Community           
Andrew Lamas

Thinking Critically about                              
Social Justice & Human Rights                                              

Andrew Lamas

How is Change Made?
< Guided Tour: National Liberty Museum >                                       

Andrew Lamas
[There is No Class Today]

Critically Refinining Your Own Intellectual Agenda                         
< Open Discussion & Review >

Michael Nairn & Andrew Lamas

Week 2 Monday, 8 Tuesday, 9 Wednesday, 10 Thursday, 11 Friday, 12

am: Can Contradictions Ever Be Resolved?  
Andrew Lamas

Theater of the Oppressed                        
< Workshop 1 >                          

Lisa Jo Epstein

Theater of the Oppressed
< Workshop 3 >                                   

Lisa Jo Epstein

Theater of the Oppressed                                     
< Workshop 5 >                                                         

Lisa Jo Epstein

Freedom Dreams in the Greene Country Towne                
< Walking Tour: North Broad Street & Fairmount Area >                            

< Guided Tour: Eastern State Penitentiary >                                                             
Michael Nairn & Andrew Lamas

LUNCH John's Pizza for Lunch Discussion

pm:
Urban Ecology & Beautiful Resistance                         

< Site Visit: Philadelphia's Magic Gardens >   
Isaiah Zagar

Theater of the Oppressed                                
< Workshop 2 >                     

Lisa Jo Epstein

Theater of the Oppressed
< Workshop 4 >

Lisa Jo Epstein

Theater of the Oppressed                             
< Open Discussion & Review >                                                                                      

Lisa Jo Epstein & Andrew Lamas

             ***                  
Drones in Pakistan & the USA: 
Militarization & Human Rights                     

Zohra Ahmed & Cassidy Regan

Racial Injustice & Mass Incarceration
Kirk James & Michael Nairn

***
This Land is Your Land:

Land Rights, Food Justice, & Community Development                                                                                               
Amy Laura Cahn, Michael Nairn, & Andrew Lamas

Week 3 Monday, 15 Tuesday, 16 Wednesday, 17 Thursday, 18 Friday, 19

am:

Global Poverty & Economic Justice:     
Capitalism, Cooperatives, &              

Alternative Economic Development                                               
Andrew Lamas

Representing Gender
Felicity Paxton      

Popular Culture &
the Politics of Resistance

Felicity Paxton

Youth & Politics of Their Own                       
< Seminar 1 >
Adnan Selimović

<Open Discussion & Review>
Michael Nairn & Andrew Lamas

LUNCH

pm:
Spheres of Justice:
Gender & Sexuality

Felicity Paxton

Change, Not Charity
< Feminist Social Justice Tour >                                                             

Felicity Paxton

Political Street Theatre & Youth Activism:                  
Global  Case Studies

Filip Kovacevic

Youth & Politics of Their Own                          
< Seminar 2 >
Adnan Selimović

Graffiti:
The Political Vision of Youth in the Streets                                                                                                                 

David Sol

Week 4 Monday, 22 Tuesday, 23 Wednesday, 24 Thursday, 25 Friday, 26

am:
Media Mobilizing Project:

Youth Activism & New Social Media                                    
Rebekah Phillips & Bryan Mercer

Urban Development &                         
"No Alternatives" Capitalism                  

< Walking Tour: Point Breeze >                                                                                                            
Jeremy Levenson & Rapheal Randall

World Religions & Social Justice:        
Liberation & the Social Self                                                                            
John Gilmore & Andrew Lamas

Critical Theory & Liberation Philosophies        
Arnold Farr & Andrew Lamas

< Student Presentations & Discussions >

LUNCH Luncheon Discussion at MMP Luncheon Discussion at Juntos

pm: 

Community Organizing:
Building Power for Change

< Skills Workshop >
Steve Honeyman & Andres Freire

Global Migration,
Immigration Rights, & Youth Activism   

< Site Visit: Juntos >
Javier Garcia Hernandez

< Student Presentations & Discussions >
Organizing for Social & Economic  Justice:

Mobilization of Sex Workers in India     
Toorjo Ghose

Refusals, Critiques, & Alternatives
< Closing Seminar & Discussion >

Andrew Lamas & Michael Nairn



Weekly Academic Schedule 

Week One: 
Justice & Freedom 

Times 
Monday 

July 1 
Tuesday 

July 2 
Wednesday 

July 3
Thursday 

July 4 
Friday 
July 5 

9 am –   
12 noon 

How to 
Be(come) a             

Critical 
Intellectual? 

Ideologies & 
Critical Reason  
_______________

Historical and 
Contemporary 

Struggles 
for Freedom 

& Justice

Ways of Seeing 
the City: 

 Society Hill 
Walking Tour HOLIDAY 

Ways of Seeing   
the City:

North 
Philadelphia 
Walking Tour 

12:00  – 
2:00 pm 

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

2:00 – 
5:00 pm 

Developing Your 
Own Intellectual 

Agenda             
&  

Our Own 
Intellectual 
Community 

Thinking 
Critically   

about        
Social Justice & 
Human RIghts 

Site Visit:
National

Liberty Museum 
HOLIDAY

"Heroes of Character" 
Exhibition 

Classroom for This Week 

Monday – Friday: McNeil Building, Rooms 309  & 395 (3718 Locust Walk) 

Critcally Refining 
Your Own 

Intellectual 
Agenda

_____________
Open Discussion 

& Review



Weekly Academic Schedule 

Week Two:
Justice & Oppression 

Times 
Monday 

July 8 
Tuesday 
July 9 

Wednesday 
July 10 

Thursday 
July 11 

Friday 
July 12 

9 am –   
12 noon 

Can 
Contradictions 

Ever Be 
Resolved?

Theater of        
the Oppressed 

 Workshop 1

Theatre of        
the Oppressed 

Workshop 3 

Theatre of      
the Oppressed   

Workshop 5

12:00  –  
2:00 pm 

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

2:00 – 
5:00 pm 

Site Visit 

 Philadelphia's    
Magic Gardens: 
Urban Ecology    
& the Beautiful     

Theatre of      
the Oppressed 

Workshop 4 

Theater of
the Oppressed      

Racial Injustice & 
Mass 

Incarceration 
***

This Land is   
Your Land:               

Land Rights, Food Justice, 
& Community 
Development

Classrooms for This Week 

Monday: McNeil Building, Room 286-87 (3718 Locust Walk) 
Tuesday & Wednesday: Hoover Lounge, Vance Hall (3733 Spruce Street) 

Thursday morning: Hall of Flags, Houston Hall (3417 Spruce Street) 
Thursday afternoon: McNeil 286-87 (3718 Locust Walk)

Friday: McNeil Building, Room 286-87 (3718 Locust Walk) 

Theater of        
the Oppressed:

Workshop 2

Drones in Pakistan  
& the USA: 

Militarization &       
Human Rights 

Walking Tour of 
Fairmount Area

Father Divine's Peace  
Mission; Eastern State  

Penitentiary; Spring 
Gardens; City Murals

Open Discussion 
***



Weekly Academic Schedule 

Week Three: 
Justice & Recognition

Times 
Monday 
July 15 

Tuesday 
July 16 

Wednesday 
July 17 

Thursday 
July 18 

Friday 
July 19 

9 am –   
12 noon 

Representing 
Gender 

Popular Culture & 
the Politics of 

Resistance  

Youth & Politics        
of  Their Own: 

 Seminar 1

Open Discussion
& Review

12:00  –  
2:00 pm 

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

2:00 – 
5:00 pm 

Spheres of 
Justice:

Gender &
Sexuality 

 Political Street 
Theater &                

Youth Activism:

 Global Case Studies

Youth & Politics
of Their Own:

Seminar 2

Graffiti: 
The Political Vision 

of Youth
in the Streets

Classroom for This Week 

Monday – Friday:  Lobby of McNeil B uilding (3718 Locust Walk) 

Global Poverty & 
Economic Justice: 

Capitalism, 
Cooperatives,            
& Alternative 

Economic 
Development 

Change, 
Not Charity:

Feminist 
Social Justice

Tour



Weekly Academic Schedule 

Week Four: 
Justice & Political Economy 

Times 
Monday 
July 22 

Tuesday 
July 23 

Wednesday 
July 24 

Thursday 
July 25 

Friday 
July 26 

9 am –   
12 noon 

Site Visit:
Media Mobilizing 

Project 

Youth Activisim & 
New Social Media

Site Visit:          
Point Breeze 
Organizing 
Committee 

World Relgions
&

Social Justice: 
Liberation &     

the Social Self

Critical Theory
&

Liberation
Philosophies 

Student 
Presentations         
& Discussions 

12:00  –  
2:00 pm 

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

2:00 – 
5:00 pm 

Community
Organizing:

Building Power
for Change     

Site Visit:

Global Migration, 
Immigration Rights, 

& Youth Activism 

Student 
Presentations      
& Discussions 

Organizing for 
Social & 

Economic 
Justice: 

Mobilization   
of Sex Workers 

in India 

Closing Seminar: 
Refusals, Critiques,  

& Alternatives 

Classroom for This Week 

Monday – Friday:  McNeil Building, Room 286-87 (3718 Locust Walk) 

Urban Development 
& "No Alternatives" 

Capitalism    

JUNTOS:



Monday, July 1 
Morning:  
• Voltaire, Candide (New York: Dover Publications, 1991).
• Mark O'Brien, When Adam Delved and Eve Span: The Peasants' Revolt of 1381,

(Cheltenham, England: New Clarion Press, 2004).

Tuesday, July 2   
Morning: 
• John Berger, Ways of Seeing (London: BBC and Penguin Books, 1972).

Wednesday, July 3: 
Morning:     
• David Harvey, “A View from Federal Hill,” Spaces of Capital: Towards a Critical

Geography (New York: Routledge, 2001), 128-157. 
• Neil Smith, “Market, State and Ideology: Society Hill,” The New Urban Frontier:

Gentrification and the Revanchist City (London: Routledge, 1996), 116-135. 
• Edmund Bacon, “Philadelphia in the Year 2009,” Imagining Philadelphia:

Edmund Bacon and the Future of the City, ed. Scott Gabriel Knowles (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press: 2009), 8-18. 

The two following readings are optional and not required (but recommended): 
 Setha Low, Dana Taplin, and Suzanne Scheld, “Independence National Historical

Park: Recapturing Erased Histories,” Rethinking Urban Parks: Public Space and 
Cultural Diversity (Austin: University of Texas Press, 149-174. 

 Richard Sennett, “Exposure,” The Conscience of the Eye: The Design and Social
Life of Cities (New York: W. W. Norton, 1992), 121-150. 

Thursday, July 4: HOLIDAY 
• Frederick Douglass, “The Meaning of the Fourth of July

for the Negro,” Rochester, NY, July 5, 1852. 

Friday, July 5     
Morning:  
• Michael B. Katz, “Prologue: The Death of Shorty,” Why Don’t American Cities Burn?

(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012), 1-18. 
• Kathy Henry, “Tales of a little Ghetto Girl,” Urban Reinventors, no. 3 (2009),

http://www.urbanreinventors.net/3/henry.pdf. 
• Barbara Deutsch Lynch and Rima Brusi, “Nature, Memory, and Nation: New York’s

Urban Gardens and Casitas,” Urban Place: Reconnecting with the Natural World, 
ed. Peggy F. Bartlett (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2005), 191-212. 

• Judie Gilmore, “Philly Painting: A Case Study.” Watch these Philly Painting videos.
• Visit these websites: The Village of Arts & Humanities and PhillyEarth.

Week One: 
Justice & Freedom 

READINGS 

READINGS 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2927.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2927.html
http://www.urbanreinventors.net/3/henry.pdf
http://muralarts.org/sites/default/files/PhillyPainting_CaseStudy_June2013_0.pdf
http://muralarts.org/phillypainting
http://villagearts.org/
http://phillyearth.org/


Monday, July 8 
Morning:  

• Eric Holt-Giménez, “Food First, Food Security, Food Justice, or Food Sovereignty?,” Food First Backgrounder 16, no. 4 (Oakland, CA: Institute for Food 
and Development Policy, Winter 2010),
http://international.uiowa.edu/files/international.uiowa.edu/files/file_uploads/FoodMovementsWinter2010bckgrndr.pdf.

• Michael Pollan, “The Food Movement, Rising,” New York Review of Books, June 10, 2010,
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2010/jun/10/food-movement-rising/?pagination=false.

• Alison Hope Alkon and Teresa Marie Mares, “Food Sovereignty in US Food Movements: Radical Visions and Neoliberal Constraints,” Agriculture and
Human Values 29, no. 3 (September 2012), 347–359.

• Alfonso Morales, “Growing Food and Justice: Dismantling Racism through Sustainable Food Systems,” Cultivating Food Justice: Race, Class, and
Sustainability, eds. Alison Hope Alkon and Julian Agyeman (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2011), 149-176.

Afternoon: 
• Watch these two short videos on Isaiah Zagar and Philadelphia’s Magic Gardens:

 In a Dream and Isaiah Zagar’s Magic Gardens

Tuesday, July 9 
Morning & Afternoon: 
• Augusto Boal, "The Theatre of the Oppressed," The UNESCO Courier, Research Library, 50, 11,

November 1997, 32-36. 
• Augusto Boal, Games for Actors and Non-Actors, trans. Adrian Jackson (New York: Routledge, 2002),

17-28. 
• Doug Patterson, “Putting the ‘Pro’ in Protagonist: Paulo Freire’s Contribution to Our Understanding

of Forum Theatre,” in Come Closer: Critical Perspectives on Theatre of the Oppressed, ed. Toby Emert                                  
and Ellie Friedland (New York: Peter Lang Publishing, 2011), 9-20. 

• Marc Weinblatt and Cheryl Harrison, “Theatre of the Oppressor: Working with Privilege Toward Social Justice,” Come Closer: Critical
Perspectives on Theatre of the Oppressed, ed. Toby Emert and Ellie Friedland (New York: Peter Lang Publishing, 2011), 21-31. 

Wednesday, July 10 
Morning & Afternoon: 
• Diamond, David. "Out of the Silence: Headlines Theatre and Power Plays," in Mady Schutzman and Jan Cohen-Cruz, eds., Playing Boal:

Theatre, Therapy, Activism (New York: Routledge, 1994), 35-52. 
• Mady Schutzman, "Brechtian Shaminism: The Political Therapy of Augusto Boal," in Mady Schutzman and Jan Cohen-Cruz, eds.,

Playing Boal: Theatre, Therapy, Activism (New York: Routledge, 1994), 137-156. 

Thursday, July 11 
Morning:  
• Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, (New York: Continuum, 1992.  Try to read the Foreword, the Preface, Chapters One & Two.
Afternoon: 
• Scott Shane, “The Moral Case for Drones,” New York Times, July 15, 2012, SR4,  www.nytimes.com/2012/07/15/sunday-review/the-

moral-case-for-drones.html. 
• International Human Rights and Conflict Resolution Clinic at Stanford Law School and Global Justice Clinic at NYU School of Law,

“Victim’s Stories,” Living Under Drones: Death, Injury, and Trauma to Civilians from US Drone Practices in Pakistan (September 
2012), www.livingunderdrones.org/victim-stories. 

Friday, July 12 
Morning & Afternoon: 
• Adam Gopnik, “The Caging of America: Why Do We Lock Up So Many People?,” New Yorker, January 30, 2012,

http://www.newyorker.com/arts/critics/atlarge/2012/01/30/120130crat_atlarge_gopnik. 
• Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness (New York: New Press, 2012), 1-19, 140-177.
• Angela Y. Davis, Are Prisons Obsolete (New York: Seven Stories Press, 2003), 1-26.

Week Two: 
Justice & Oppression 

READINGS 

Paulo Freire 
1921-1997

The four following readings are optional and not required (but recommended):

http://sharefoodprogram.org/
http://international.uiowa.edu/files/international.uiowa.edu/files/file_uploads/FoodMovementsWinter2010bckgrndr.pdf
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2010/jun/10/food-movement-rising/?pagination=false
http://inadreammovie.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WffoaZ4mtjA
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/15/sunday-review/the-moral-case-for-drones.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/15/sunday-review/the-moral-case-for-drones.html
http://www.livingunderdrones.org/victim-stories/
http://www.newyorker.com/arts/critics/atlarge/2012/01/30/120130crat_atlarge_gopnik


 
 
 
 
 
Monday, July 15                                                                                                                         
Morning:  

• Vandana Shiva, Earth Democracy: Justice, Sustainability, and Peace (Boston: South End Press, 2005). 
• Andrew T. Lamas, “Race, Poverty, and Shared Ownership,” in Poverty & Race in America: The Emerging Agendas, ed. 

Chester Hartman (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2006), 96-102.  
 

Afternoon: 
• Susan Archer Mann, “Doing Feminist Theory” (Chapter 1), in Doing Feminist Theory: From Modernity to Postmodernity 

(New York: Oxford University Press, 2012), 1-30.  
• Susan Bordo, “Hunger as Ideology,” in Unbearable Weight: Feminism, Western Culture, and the Body (Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 1993), 99-134.  
 

Tuesday, July 16                                                                                                                            
Morning & Afternoon: 

• Read previously assigned readings or read ahead.  
 

Wednesday, July 17 
Morning: 

• John Fiske, “The Jeaning of America” (Chapter 1), in Understanding Popular Culture (New York: Routledge, 1989), 1- 21. 
• Malcolm Gladwell, “The Coolhunt,” New Yorker, March 17, 1997, 78-87, 

http://www.gladwell.com/1997/1997_03_17_a_cool.htm. 
• Robert Samuels, “A Hoodie Owner’s Decision Calculus,” Washington Post, April 6, 2012, B2, 

http://english.htu.cn/washington%20post/2012/04/06/Bx02.pdf. 
 

Afternoon:  
• Herbert Marcuse, An Essay on Liberation (Boston: Beacon Press, 1969), vii-x; 3-48; 79-91.  
• John Holloway, Crack Capitalism (London: Pluto, 2010), 3-108. 

 

Thursday, July 18                                                                                                                         
Morning & Afternoon: 

• Jerry Mander, Four Arguments for the Elimination of Television (New York: Perennial, 1978), pp. 115-133, 215-218, 236-239, 
323-333. 

• Ivan Illich, Deschooling Society (New York: Harper and Row, 1971), pp. 49-74. 
 

 

Friday, July 19                                                                                                                                           
Morning: 

• Read previously assigned readings or read ahead.  
 

Afternoon:  
• “Instituto Wark: Graffiti in Rocinha,” Rio on Watch,  

http://rioonwatch.org/?p=4196. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
The following reading is optional and not required                                                                                                                                                    
(but highly recommended): 

 John Molyneux, Rembrandt and Revolution  
(London: Redwords, 2001). 

Week Three: 
Justice & Recognition 

 

READINGS 

 
Rembrandt, “Self-Portrait,” 1657 (detail) 
National Gallery of Scotland, Edinburgh 

http://www.gladwell.com/1997/1997_03_17_a_cool.htm
http://english.htu.cn/washington%20post/2012/04/06/Bx02.pdf
http://rioonwatch.org/?p=4196


 
 
 
 
 
Monday, July 22 
Morning & Afternoon:                                                                                                                                                 

• Read previously assigned readings or read ahead. 
 

Tuesday, July 23                                                                                                                        
Afternoon:  

• David Stoll, "Immigration," (Washington, D.C.: Foreign Policy In Focus, May 1, 1997), 
http://www.fpif.org/reports/immigration [Read up to the section on Prop 187 in California]. 

• Peter Bloom (with Domenic Vitiello), "Immigrant Rights and Community Building in a State of Xenophobia," Progressive 
Planning, no. 70, Winter 2007, 11-13.  Also, visit this website: Juntos. 

• "Excluded and Exploited: The New Regime of Trade, Managed Migration & Repression," (Oakland, CA: National Network 
for Immigrant and Refugee Rights, 2010), 1-8. 
 

The following readings (and website materials) are optional and not required (but recommended): 
 

 Robin Cohen, Migration and Its Enemies: Global Capital, Migrant Labour and the Nation-State (London, 
England: Ashgate, 2006), 137-194. 

 Peter Kwong, The New Chinatown (New York: Hill and Wang, 1996), 11-56; 81-106; 160-205. 
 Domenic Vitiello, "The Politics of Place in Immigrant and Receiving Communities," forthcoming publication 

(December 2011), 1-37. 
 Ellen Somekawa, "On the Edge: Southeast Asians in Philadelphia and the Struggle for Space," in Wendy L. Ng, 

Soo-Young Chin, James S. Moy, and Gary Y. Okihiro, eds., Reviewing Asian America: Locating Diversity (Pullman, 
Washington: Washington State University Press, 1995), 33-47. 

 "Coming Out of the Shadows," Campaign for An American Dream, June 4, 2012. 
"Global Migration and the Quest for Justice," The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church,  
(Nashville, TN:  United Methodist Publishing House, 2008) and Migration Policy Institute. 

 Deportation Nation and DREAM ACTIVIST: Undocumented Students Action & Resource Network. 
 American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) / Immigrant Rights and New Sanctuary Movement of Philadelphia. 
 "Philadelphia: Our Stories Give Us Power, Uncover the Truth: ICE and Police Collaborations," (New York: Center 

for Constitutional Rights, May 2, 2010). 
 

Wednesday, July 24 
Morning:  

• “Spirituality in the Occupy Generation,” Vimeo video, 54:53, a conversation with Matthew Fox, Adam Bucko, and Mark 
Handley Andrus, at The Forum, Grace Cathedral, San Francisco, CA, March 11, 2012, https://vimeo.com/46134685#. 
 

Thursday, July 25                
Morning: 

• Herbert Marcuse, “A Note on Dialectic,” in The Essential Marcuse: Selected Writings of Philosopher and Social Critic 
Herbert Marcuse, ed. Andrew Feenberg and William Leiss (Boston: Beacon Press, 2007), 63-71. This piece is Marcuse’s 
preface to the 1960 edition of his Reason and Revolution: Hegel and the Rise of Social Theory (1941). 

• Herbert Marcuse, “Repressive Tolerance” (1960), in The Essential Marcuse, 32-59. 
Afternoon: 

• Toorjo Ghose, “Democracy by Day, Police State by Night: What the Eviction of Occupy Philadelphia Revealed about 
Policing in the United States,” Radical Philosophy Review 16, no. 2 (2013).  

• “’Wanted to be part of the movement that was about changing the lives of marginalized people,’” India Abroad, Arthur 
J. Pais discussion with University of Pennsylvania professor Toorjo Ghose, November 9, 2012, http://www.indiaabroad-
digital.com/indiaabroad/20121109?pg=46&pm=1&fs=1#pg46. 

 
 

Week Four: 
Justice and Political Economy 

 

READINGS 

http://www.fpif.org/reports/immigration
http://www.vamosjuntos.org/
http://thedreamwalk.org/coming-out-of-the-shadows-undocumented-immigrants-demand-administrative-relief-in-denver/
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=4951419&ct=6481119&notoc=1
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=4951419&ct=6481119&notoc=1
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/
http://www.deportationnation.org/
http://www.dreamactivist.org/
https://www.aclu.org/immigrants-rights
http://www.sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/
http://uncoverthetruth.org/media/video/philadelphia-our-stories-give-us-power/
http://uncoverthetruth.org/media/video/philadelphia-our-stories-give-us-power/
https://vimeo.com/46134685
http://www.indiaabroad-digital.com/indiaabroad/20121109?pg=46&pm=1&fs=1%23pg46
http://www.indiaabroad-digital.com/indiaabroad/20121109?pg=46&pm=1&fs=1%23pg46


Friday, July 26 
Afternoon: 

• Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities  (New York: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1974).

Illustrations by Mikhail Viesel

Our Last Day 

Our Last Book 

http://calvino.lib.ru/english/mainframeset.html


A Special Message  
from the Program Director  
of the Social Justice Research Academy 

As a teacher, I have a sense that our world  ̶  with all of its beauty and 
abundance but also all of its suffering and injustice – entrusts us with the  

responsibility to help our students discover new sensibilities 
... even perhaps beyond our own ... to help them learn to thrive on their 
own terms amidst  life's contradictions but also to join in the struggle of 
challenging unnecessary conventions and imagining and building new and 
better ways of living together. 

Walter Benjamin, one of my favorite critical theorists, wrote in his sixth thesis 
on the concept of history, "Every age must strive anew to wrest tradition away from 
the conformism that threatens to overpower it." 

At the Social Justice Research Academy, we acknowledge that students have significant 
knowledge and experience about living in this world and that they have much to learn and to  
teach about fairness and social justice.  Together with my colleagues here at the University of 
Pennsylvania and elsewhere, I have designed this program to be the site for the kind of teaching 
and learning  that educates in the best traditions of the liberal arts, that sharpens the powers of 
observation  and critical thinking, that awakens empathetic understanding about what is beyond 
the familiar, that inspires the imagination, and that provokes and enlarges the realm of the 
possible.  So, yes, I have high hopes for what we might accomplish together in our intellectual 
community this summer. 

 You are warmly welcomed to direct any questions, comments, or suggestions 
about the academic features of this summer's  Social Justice Research Academy to me at: 

Andrew  T. Lamas 

e-mail: ATLamas @sas.upenn.edu  
mobile: 215-565-5850 

Faculty / Urban Studies
University of Pennsylvania
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